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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 27
th

 JULY 2016 AT MUNICIPAL OFFICES, OATLANDS 
COMMENCING AT 10:01 A.M 

 
 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Mr Bo Pennicott recited prayers. 
 

2. ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor A E Bisdee OAM, Deputy Mayor A O Green, Clr A R Bantick, Clr E Batt, Clr R 
Campbell, Clr D F Fish, Clr D Marshall 
 
In Attendance:  Mr T Kirkwood (General Manager), Mr A Benson (Deputy General 
Manager), Miss E Lang (Executive Assistant) 
 

3. APOLOGIES 
 
Nil. 
 

4. APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil. 
 

5. MINUTES 
 
5.1 Ordinary Council Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting of Council held on the 29

th
 June 2016, as 

circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT the minutes of the previous meeting of Council held on the 29

th
 June 2016 

be confirmed. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  



Southern Midlands Council 

Minutes – 27 July 2016 PUBLIC COPY 

Page 3 of 78 

5.3 Special Committee of Council Minutes 
 
5.3.1 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Special Committee of Council, as circulated, are submitted 
for receipt: 
 
 Nil 

 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
 
 
5.3.2 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - ENDORSEMENT OF 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committee 
of Council are submitted for endorsement. 
 
 Nil  

 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
 
 
5.4 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local 

Government Act 1993) 
 
5.4.1 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Joint Authority Meeting, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 
 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil 

 Southern Waste Strategy Authority - Nil 
 
Note: Issues which require further consideration and decision by Council will be included 
as a separate Agenda Item, noting that Council’s representative on the Joint Authority 
may provide additional comment in relation to any issue, or respond to any question. 
 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
 
 
5.4.2 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF REPORTS (ANNUAL & 

QUARTERLY) 
 
Section 36A of the Local Government Act 1993 provides the following; 
 
36A. Annual reports of authorities  
 
(1) A single authority or joint authority must submit an annual report to the single authority council or participating 
councils.  
 
(2) The annual report of a single authority or joint authority is to include –  
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(a) a statement of its activities during the preceding financial year; and 
(b) a statement of its performance in relation to the goals and objectives set for the preceding financial year; and 
(c) the financial statements for the preceding financial year; and 
(d) a copy of the audit opinion for the preceding financial year; and 
(e) any other information it considers appropriate or necessary to inform the single authority council or 
participating councils of its performance and progress during the financial year. 

 

Section 36B of the Local Government Act 1993 provides the following; 
 
36B. Quarterly reports of authorities  
 
(1) A single authority or joint authority must submit to the single authority council or participating councils a report 
as soon as practicable after the end of March, June, September and December in each year.  
 
(2) The quarterly report of the single authority or joint authority is to include –  
 
(a) a statement of its general performance; and 
(b) a statement of its financial performance. 
 

Reports prepared by the following Joint Authorities, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 
 Southern Waste Strategy Authority –  Nil 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil 

 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2005, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since 
the last meeting.  
 
It is noted that no Council workshops have been held since the last Council meeting. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R Campbell, seconded by Clr E Batt 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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7. QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE  
 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
 
 
1. Clr Campbell – advised of water/drainage issues at the Masonic Hall, Oatlands 

with water coming from the rear of the Masonic Hall and going across the 
driveway’s of nearby residents.  It was also advised that glass at the rear of the 
Gay Street hall requires maintenance. 

 
 The General Manager advised that these items would be inspected. 
 
2. Clr Campbell – enquiry from a resident at Tunnack requesting a skip bin be placed 

at Tunnack for 1 day per year (supervised) to assist residents with tidying up 
whitegoods/furniture etc.  

 
 The General Manager will seek costings to facilitate this and report back. 
 
3. Clr Batt – advised that the tree guard near the carparking area opposite the 

Council Chambers at Kempton requires removal as vehicles regularly hit the 
guard/reverse into it.  It was further requested that new seating be installed in this 
location for residents waiting for buses etc. 

 
 The General Manager advised that he will arrange to have the northern tree guard 

removed to minimise road hazards, along with installing a new seat for people 
waiting for buses etc. 

 
4. Clr Marshall – advised that Springvale Road was recently resigned/re-named as 

Craiglea Road.  The Nomenclature Board advised that consultation would occur 
with Council and residents but this didn’t occur.  

 
 The General Manager advised he will look at the process/background and what 

Council hold on file in relation to this item and report back. 
 
5. Deputy Mayor – requested that information be included in the agenda stating what 

final seals have been applied under Delegation (refer Agenda Item 12.3.1). 
 
 The General Manager advised that he will arrange for this information to be 

collated and included in the agenda each month if applicable. 
 
6. Clr Fish – suggested that a birthday card be sent to Mrs Betty White for her 99

th
 

birthday to recognise her significant contributions to the municipality. 
 
7. Mayor – enquiry about the status of the boundary adjustment for 70 High Street, 

Oatlands.  
 
 It was advised that the adjustment has been finalised and currently sorting an 

easement issue with TasWater which has been resolved as of 26
th
 July 2016. 
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8. Mayor – enquiry about Interlaken Road stock reserve. 
 
 It was advised that ownership has been transferred back to the Crown and 

proceeds of the sale will be returned to Council. 
 
9. Mayor – enquiries from residents about Dr Booth and what Council have arranged.  
 
 The General Manager advised that once Dr Lee’s has returned from leave a 

meeting will be facilitated in the week beginning 8
th
 August 2016 to meet with 

Health Recruitment Plus, Central Highland Council, Southern Midlands Council, Dr 
Lees and Dr Booth. 

 
 The General Manager will liaise with and provide an update direct to Dr Booth. 
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the chairman of a meeting is to request 
Councillors to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in 
any item on the Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have 
in respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005. 
 
 
Nil. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at 
an ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General 
Manager has reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
21.1 Victoria Memorial Hall, Kempton – Proposed Management Arrangement 

– Brighton Green Ponds RSL 
 
21.2 Telecommunications Tower (Vodafone Hutchinson Aust Pty ltd) – 

Proposed Development Application & Lease Campania 
 
21.3 Heritage Weekend, Oatlands (6

th
 & 7

th
 August 2016) 

 
21.4 Proposed Education Bill 2016 – Early Childhood Australia 
 
21.5 Council Depot, Oatlands - Relocation 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary items not 
appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr E Batt, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with the above listed 
supplementary items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General 
Manager in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2005. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 12.30 PM) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the agenda is to make provision for public 
question time. 
 
 
Public Question Time held later in the meeting. 
 
 
10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 
Permission has been granted for the following person(s) to address Council: 
 
 Nil. 
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11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(MEETING PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005 

 
 
Nil. 
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY 
PURSUANT TO THE LAND USE PLANNING AND 
APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND COUNCIL’S STATUTORY 
LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning 
and Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
12.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
12.2 SUBDIVISIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
12.3 MUNICIPAL SEAL (Planning Authority) 
 
12.3.1 COUNCILLOR INFORMATION:- MUNICIPAL SEAL APPLIED UNDER 

DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO SUBDIVISION FINAL PLANS & RELATED 
DOCUMENTS 

 
Nil. 
 
12.4 PLANNING (OTHER) 
 
Nil. 
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 13 

1.1.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area. 

 
13.1.1 P&H WILLIAMS – WHITE KANGAROO ROAD, CAMPANIA (CROWN 

RESERVED ROAD – PUBLIC INITIATED REQUEST TO CONSTRUCT) 
 
Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 22 JULY 2016 

Attachment:- 
Council Policy – Crown Reserved Roads (Unmade Roads): Public Initiated Request To 
Construct – Policy and Procedures 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider a formal request made under Council’s Policy entitled “Crown 
Reserved Roads (Unmade Roads) – Public Initiated Request to Construct”. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
P & H Williams reside at 747 White Kangaroo Road, Campania. Access to their property 
is gained from White Kangaroo Road, however the Council maintained section of White 
Kangaroo Road stops approximately 500 metres short of their property boundary. 
 
At present the 500 metres of unmade road that they use to access their property goes 
through two separate Titles, owned by R & L Douglas and J Marshall. Without going into 
history, a review of those Titles confirms that there is legal road access through to the 
Williams boundary. 
 
In accordance with the attached Policy (adopted in October 2006), if the 500 metres is 
constructed to the nominated Council standard, it can become a Council maintained road 
and be included on the Council map. Note: The Council map is kept in accordance with 
section 208 of the Local Government Act 1993 which states, amongst other things that 
the General Manager is to keep up to date a map of its municipal area showing all local 
highways maintainable by the council. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Recent discussions have been held with P & H Williams for the purpose of detailing the 
intent of the Policy and associated procedures. 
 
In terms of required standard, given the location and level of usage, the proposed 
construction standard would be to a U3 level (being the lowest classification for unsealed 
roads). Taking into account the current standard of the ‘unmade road’, construction to an 
acceptable standard would simply require minor drainage improvements and the 
application of 150 mm of gravel and compaction. The estimated cost to construct the 
road to the required standard is $9,000. 
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In reference to the procedure contained within the Policy, written confirmation has been 
received from the Williams’ that they are prepared to fund the full cost of construction, 
less the 20% Council contribution (i.e. $7,200). No funding contribution is being sought 
from the other two property owners.  
 
The remaining procedural steps would be undertaken having sought a formal position 
from Council in regard to its preparedness to proceed with the proposal, and fund the 
20% contribution (i.e. $1,800). 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – The road would be constructed using 
Council’s existing resources and have no impact on work programming. Council’s 
contribution of $1,800 can be funded from the approved 2016/17 Road Maintenance 
Budget. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Adherence to the 
remaining procedures detailed in the Policy will ensure the property owners impacted will 
be aware of the circumstances prior to construction. An opportunity for feedback and 
comment will be provided despite no financial contribution being sought. 
 
It is acknowledged that there have been issues relating to access and maintenance of 
this section of ‘unmade road’ in the past. This proposal is seen as a positive and 
permanent measure to address these issues, and hence the proposal is recommended 
for approval. 
 
Policy Implications – Considered in accordance with Council Policy. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A (Council perspective). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 
a) the information be received; 

b) Council be prepared to construct the nominated extension of White Kangaroo 

Road, Campania (approximate distance of 500 metres) to the U3 standard and 

accept ongoing maintenance of same (to be formalised through an amendment to 

the Council map kept under section 208 of the Local Government Act 1993; and 

c) Council acknowledge that its 20% contribution under the Policy will total $1,800; 

and 

d) The other procedural requirements of the Policy be undertaken. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT  
 
a) the information be received; 
b) Council be prepared to construct the nominated extension of White Kangaroo 

Road, Campania (approximate distance of 500 metres) to the U3 standard and 
accept ongoing maintenance of same (to be formalised through an 
amendment to the Council map kept under section 208 of the Local 
Government Act 1993; and  

c) Council acknowledge that its 20% contribution under the Policy will total 
$1,800; and 

d) The other procedural requirements of the Policy be undertaken. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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Attachment 
 

1.1  ROADS & BRIDGES 

 

1.1.5.2 CROWN RESERVED ROADS (UNMADE ROADS): PUBLIC 

INITIATED REQUEST TO CONSTRUCT – POLICY AND 

PROCEDURES 

 

First Council Meeting Date: 11
th

 Oct. 2006 Decision No. C/06/10/078/8500 

Final Council Meeting Date: 1
st
 Nov. 2006 Decision No. C/06/11/069/8541 

Repealed Council Meeting Date:   Decision No.  

Updated Council Meeting Date:  Decision No.  

 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE  

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

Council will construct a Crown Reserved Road, and accept ongoing maintenance 

responsibility, where the following procedure is adhered to and all conditions / pre-requisites 

have been complied with. 

 

In all cases, Council will be responsible for constructing the road to the required standard 

determined by Council. 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

Upon receipt of a request for Council to construct a Crown Reserved Road, Council will: 

 

(a) undertake research to confirm the status of the Road as Crown Reserved Road, and 

identify any existing Leases / Licences (which may prevent construction); 

(b) Assess and consider the merits of the proposal based on economic and social benefit 

for the broader municipal area and community (This is an additional consideration to 

justify Council investment in the development of additional road infrastructure, and 

the associated budget implications); 

(c) determine whether there is any private infrastructure within the road reservation which 

may require relocation to enable construction of the road.  This will be undertaken at 

the owners expense, although it may be undertaken during the construction process; 

(d)  seek approval ‘in-principle’ from the Crown to construct the Road; 

(e) prepare a cost estimate for constructing the road, which will include costs associated 

with acquiring necessary drainage easements (if applicable) and any other related 

infrastructure; 

(f) identify the affected property owners and determine the apportionment of costs based 

on the principles detailed below; and 

(g) inform the applicant(s) accordingly. 

 

The applicant(s) must then: 

 

(a) seek formal consent from each of the landowners fronting the section of the Crown 

Reserved Road to be constructed, which will include confirmation of financial 
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contribution.  A separate apportionment of the construction costs may be agreed 

between the affected landowners; 

(b) identify if there is a need to negotiate any separate repayment arrangements, with all 

or any of the parties, and notify Council accordingly.  In this regard, it is considered 

appropriate that any repayment arrangement would not exceed five (5) years.  Each to 

be considered on a ‘case by case’ basis: 

(c) Seek formal approval from any persons that may have private infrastructure within the 

road reservation that they are prepared to relocate the infrastructure at their own 

expense. 

 

There must be full agreement from all affected landowners for the project to proceed. 

 

Funding Contributions – Apportionment principles: 

 

Unless determined otherwise, Council will contribute an amount equivalent to twenty percent 

(20%) of the total estimated cost of construction. 

 

The remaining (80%) of the total cost will, in the first instance, be apportioned based on the 

length of the road frontage to the section of the road to be constructed. 

 

Any Council owned property will be excluded for the purpose of calculating road frontage 

and the end apportionment. 
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13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 

1.2.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality.  

 
Nil. 
 
13.3 Walkways, Cycle ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 

1.3.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian 
areas to provide consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 
13.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 

1.4.1a Ensure Adequate lighting based on demonstrated need.  
1.4.1b Contestability of energy supply. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.5.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.6 Sewers 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.6.1 Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.7 Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.7.1 Increase the capacity and ability to access water to satisfy development and Community to have 
access to reticulated water. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.8 Irrigation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.8.1 Increase access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
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13.9 Drainage 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 16 

1.9.1 Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.10 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 17 

1.10.1 Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.11 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 17 

1.11.1 Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Jack Lyall (Manager, Works and Technical Services) entered the meeting at 10.54 
a.m. 
 
Mr Eric Hutchinson entered the meeting at 10.57 a.m. 
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13.12 Officer Reports – Works & Technical Services (Engineering) 
 
13.12.1 MANAGER - WORKS & TECHNICAL SERVICES REPORT 
 
Author: MANAGER WORKS & TECHNICAL SERVICES (JACK LYALL) 

Date: 24 JULY 2016 

 
ROADS PROGRAM 
 
Maintenance grading is underway at Glen Morey, Woodbury, York Plains and Levendale 
areas. 
 
BRIDGE PROGRAM 
 
Inglewood Road bridge has been installed and awaiting guard rails to be installed. 
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
All sites are operating well. 
 
TOWN FACILITIES PROGRAM 

 

General Maintenance is continuing. 
 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, WORKS & TECHNICAL SERVICES 

 It was noted that Council employee, Mr Ian Ward, is retiring on 28
th
 July 2016. 

 Clr Campbell – referred to a number of roads requiring inspection / maintenance 

 Clr Campbell – excessive speeds of motorbikes on Woodsdale Road (from 

Runnymede to Baden). 

 Clr Campbell – requested update re: Unmade Road proposal - Chatham Street / 

Whynyates Street. 

 Deputy Mayor – received request from resident regarding Back Woodsdale Road – 

maintenance required - Grader is in that location  

 Mayor – High Street, Oatlands – Street lighting. TasNetworks have been advised 

and works scheduled (acknowledging other state-wide priorities due to weather 

conditions). 

 Mayor – received advice from resident of Green Valley Road that highway 

contractors are carting large loads causing deterioration of road pavement. It was 

confirmed that this section is not the section that has been rehabilitated and the 

area of concern is scheduled for rehabilitation in 2016/17. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Works & Technical Services Report be received and the information noted. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr R Campbell, seconded by Clr D Marshall 
 
THAT the Works & Technical Services Report be received and the information 
noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  

 
 
 
Ms Liz Little (CEO, Rural Alive & Well) entered the meeting at 11.06 a.m. 
 
The meeting was suspended for a short break at 11.08 a.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 11.34 a.m. 
 
 
Liz Little thanked Council for extending an invitation to morning tea to meet Councillors 
and briefly addressed Council regarding her new role as Chief Executive Officer with 
Rural Alive and Well. 
 
Liz Little left the meeting at 11.40 a.m. 
 
On behalf of Councillors and staff of the Southern Midlands Council, the Mayor 
expressed his appreciation to Mr Eric Hutchinson for the assistance and support 
provided to Council during his tenure as the Federal Member for Lyons. 
 
Mr Eric Hutchinson thanked Council for extending an invitation for him to attend the 
meeting and expressed his gratitude for the level of support shown to both him and his 
staff during his time as a Member of Parliament within the electorate of Lyons. 
 
Mr Eric Hutchinson left the meeting at 11.54 a.m. 
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 
14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 18 

2.1.1 Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 19 

2.2.1 Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 

 
14.3 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 31 

5.3.1 Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 20 

2.3.1a Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands. 
2.3.1b Increase employment within the municipality. 
2.3.1c Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise) 

 
Nil. 
 
14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 21 

2.4.1 Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern 
Midlands. 

 
Nil. 
 
14.5 Integration 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 21 

2.5.1 The integrated development of towns and villages in the Southern Midlands. 
2.5.2 The Bagdad Bypass and the integration of development. 

 
Nil. 
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 
15.1 Heritage 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 
15.1.1 HERITAGE PROJECT PROGRAM REPORT 
 

Author: MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 22 JULY 2016 

 
ISSUE 
 
Report from the Manager, Heritage Projects on various Southern Midlands Heritage 
Projects. 
 
DETAIL 
 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 
 Provision of additional information to the Tasmanian Heritage Council and Council’s 

Planning Officer for the Oatlands Commissariat Project.  

 Finalisation of procurement strategy and advertisement for expressions of interest 

for specialist trades for the Commissariat Project.  

 Interviews have been held for the Heritage Officer Position.  An appointment is 

imminent. 

 Researching material on Southern Midlands heritage for the inaugural ABC 

Community Correspondent program.  

 Volunteers Linda Clark, Caroline Heine and Cindy Tattersall have been undertaking 

various projects on Council’s heritage collection, including curatorial work on the 

Victoria Hall (Kempton) underfloor collection.  

 Return of the Artist in Residence at the Oatlands Gaoler’s Residence, Henrietta 

Manning.  Henrietta recently held successful exhibitions at the Salamanca Arts 

Centre and Moonah Arts Centre showcasing her work on Oatlands subjects.  

 Response to a larger number than usual of public enquiries on various heritage 

subjects.  

 Finalisation of the Mt Seymour interpretation project.  

 Planning for a heritage surface finish event as part of the Heritage Crafts Weekend.  

 Staging of a Midlands Seniors Group day trip to Richmond in conjunction with 

Clarence Council.  
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Heritage Projects program staff have been involved in the following Heritage Building 
Solutions activities: 
 
 Continued input into heritage aspects of various projects, including a successful 

submission for the formulation of a comprehensive conservation management plan 

for a major heritage complex.   

 Finalisation of the Premaydena Officers Quarters project.  

 
Heritage Projects program staff have been involved in the following Heritage Education 
and Skills Centre activities: 
 
 Strategic planning for future phases of the 5x5x5 project.  

 Detailed investigations of historic surface finishes in two large midlands properties 

as part of the Tasmanian Decorated Interiors project and as planning for the 

forthcoming HESC traditional surface finishes course.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R Campbell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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15.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 
15.2.1 LANDCARE UNIT, GIS & CLIMATE CHANGE – GENERAL REPORT 
 

Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 12 JULY 2016 

 
ISSUE 
 
Southern Midlands Landcare Unit Monthly Report. 
 
DETAIL 
 A final project report for the Underground Irrigation System for the Mt Pleasant 

Recreation Ground has been submitted to the Department of Premier and Cabinet 
– Communities, Sport and Recreation Division. 

 Helen Geard and Maria Weeding have recently sorted just over 2000 native 
tubestock plants.  These are for use on the Dulverton Walking track, replanting a 
section of the lake foreshore where pine trees were removed last year, distribution 
to various landholders, and some for the Parattah Hall committee.  The plants were 
obtained through a grant that the Midlands Tree Committee secured. 

 A funding application for the Dulverton Walkway track has been submitted to the 
Tasmanian Community Fund.  The amount requested is $15,482.  The Tasmanian 
Community fund have a specific tracks and trails funding round. The outcome of 
the application will be advised by the 10

th
 August 2016. 

 Helen Geard will be working with Graham Green next week to plant out an area at 
Tunbridge township. 

 Both Helen Geard and Maria Weeding have been away on annual leave for a week 
during the month. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Landcare Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R Campbell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the Landcare Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 24 

3.3.1 Ensure that the Cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Other than Planning Authority Agenda Items) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 25 

3.4.1 A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.5 Climate Change 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 25 

3.5.1 Implement strategies to address issues of climate change in relation to its impact on Councils 
corporate functions and on the Community. 

 

Nil. 
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
LIFESTYLE) 

 
16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 26 

4.1.1 Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
16.2 Youth 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 26 

4.2.1 Increase the retention of young people in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
16.3 Seniors 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 27 

4.3.1 Improve the ability of the seniors to stay in their communities. 

 
Nil. 
 
16.4 Children and Families 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 27 

4.4.1 Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated 
within the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 

16.5 Volunteers 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 27 

4.5.1 Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 
Nil 
 

16.6 Access 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 28 

4.6.1a Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands Community. 
4.6.1b Continue to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA). 

 
Nil. 
 
16.7 Public Health 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 28 

4.7.1 Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 
Nil. 
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16.8 Recreation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 29 

4.8.1 Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the 
Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
16.9 Animals 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 29 

4.9.1 Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the 
Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
16.10 Education 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 29 

4.10.1 Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands. 

 
Nil. 
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 
17.1 Retention 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 30 

5.1.1 Maintain and strengthen communities in the Southern Midlands. 

 
17.2 Capacity & Sustainability 
 
17.2.2 COMMON SERVICES JOINT VENTURE UPDATE (STANDING ITEM – 

INFORMATION ONLY) 
 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 
Date: 21 JULY 2016 
 
Attachment: 
 Common Service JV Council Update – June 2016. 

 
ISSUE 
 
To inform Council of the Joint Venture’s activities for the month of June 2016. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are seven existing members of the Common Services Joint Venture Agreement, 
with two other Council’s participating as non-members. 
 
Members: Brighton, Central Highlands, Glenorchy, Huon Valley, Sorell, Southern 
Midlands and Tasman. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer ‘Common Services Joint Venture Update – June 2016 attached. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer comment provided in the update. 
 
Councillors will note that the Southern Midlands Council provided 140 hours of service to 
six Councils: - Brighton, Central Highlands, Derwent Valley, Glamorgan/Spring Bay, 
Sorell and Tasman and received 3.75 hours of services from other Councils. 
 
Details of services provided are included in Figure 3. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Nil 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Ongoing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received.  
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DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor A Green, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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Attachment 
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17.3 Consultation and Communication 
 
Nil. 
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18. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 

18.1 Improvement 
 

18.1.1 DESKTOP REVIEW OF COUNCIL’S STRATEGIC PLAN 2014-2023 
 
Author:  DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 
Date: 20 JULY 2016 
 
Enclosure: 
Draft Desktop Review Strategic Plan 2014-2023 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council’s Strategic Plan in its current layout was adopted prior to the commencement of 
the 2006/07 financial year and it is acknowledged that a review of the Plan has occurred 
every two years since that date.  There have been changes to the Local Government Act 
1993 and those changes require Council to create a plan that encapsulates a ten year 
period in line with the requirement for Council to have a ten year asset Management 
Plan.  
 
It is two years into the ten year Strategic Plan 2014 – 2023 and a desktop review was 
agreed to be undertaken to ensure that it remains relevant, therefore some minor 
changes to the approved Strategic Plan 2014 – 2023 have been undertaken.  For 
example the current Elected Members were not the Council that approved the original 
document; therefore the current Elected Members have been included within this 
document.  It is proposed that a Community based review be undertaken at the 
“midterm” of the document, ie in two years’ time. 
 
The attached draft Strategic Plan 2014 – 2023 is the outcome of a recent senior 
Manager’s workshop and is recommended for Council’s consideration. 
 
For Discussion 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council  

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Consider the adoption of the draft desktop review Strategic Plan 2014 - 2023, and 
any amendments agreed during the meeting with final consideration in the August 
2016 Council meeting; and 

3. Endorse the process of the review of the Strategic Plan to date. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr E Batt, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT Council 
 
1. Receive and note the report. 
2. Consider the adoption of the draft desktop review Strategic Plan 2014-2023, 

and any amendments agreed during the meeting with final consideration in 
the August 2016 Council meeting; and 

3. Endorse the process of the review of the Strategic Plan to date. 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr David Cundall (Manager, Development and Environmental Services) entered the 
meeting at 12.31 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Tammy Bennett - Director, Bagdad Child Care Centre 

Mrs Tammy Bennett addressed Council in regard to the lowering of entry ages to early 
education and the consequences that it would have on small child care centre’s such as 
the one at Bagdad and many other regional centres around the state.  Mrs Bennett was 
opposed to the proposal by Government seeking to lower the school entry age by six 
months and also spoke about children’s development and readiness for school at earlier 
ages. 

The State Government are due to vote on this legislation in the spring session of 
Parliament and Mrs Bennett is seeking Council support on this issue. 

Tammy Bennett left the meeting at 1.02 p.m. 

 

Helen Scott 

Mrs Scott addressed Council and advised that a ‘concealed entrance’ sign is still 
required for Woodsdale Road (above Fire Station and Museum). 

 

The meeting was suspended for lunch at 1.05 p.m. 

The meeting reconvened at 1.39 p.m. 
  

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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18.1.2 BUSINESS CONTINUITY PLAN 
 
Author:  DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 
Date: 20 JULY 2016 
 
Enclosures: 
Draft Version 2 – Business Continuity Plan 
ICT Business Continuity / Disaster Recovery Plan 
 
ISSUE 
 
Good business practice demands that Council has a Business Continuity Plan.  This 
document requires regular review and endorsement by Council. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
[EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT TO THE JUNE COUNCIL MEETING] 
 

FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSING COUNCIL’S GOVERNANCE FUNCTION 

The diagram below along with its explanation has been the subject of previous presentations 
to Council; however, it is meaningful to reflect on this governance framework when policy 
documents are presented to Council.   As part of this framework it is important for Council to 
be aware of and monitor audits and related governance review mechanisms that are 
undertaken within the organisation, based on Council’s strategies and policies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DETAIL 
 
 
The enclosed version 2 of the Business Continuity Plan will replace the existing version.  
This revised document is more comprehensive than the previous document.  
 
As Councillors are aware, the process for any policy document being, that it is tabled at one 
meeting and then “lays on the table” until the next meeting, to enable Councillors sufficient 
time to work through and consider all of the ramifications of the strategy/policy, before the 
document is finally considered for adoption at the following meeting.  
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CONCLUSION 
 
This proposed document represents a more comprehensive approach in working with 
emergency management partners as well as internally with Business Units both in the 
manner in which it is presented and the detail included within the document. 
 
The draft version 2 Business Continuity Plan is commended to Council for its consideration. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council 

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Consider draft version 2 Business Continuity Plan for adoption at the July 2016 Council 
meeting. 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor A Green, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT Council 
 
1. Receive and note the report; 
2. Consider draft version 2 Business Continuity Plan for adoption at the July 2016 

Council meeting. 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[END EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT TO THE JUNE COUNCIL MEETING] 
 
DETAIL 

The Draft Revision 2 Business Continuity Plan was tabled at the June 2016 Council 
meeting for Council’s consideration.  As Councillors are aware, the process for any policy 
document is, that it is tabled at one meeting and then “lays on the table” until the next 
meeting, to enable Councillors sufficient time to work through and consider all of the 
ramifications of the strategy/policy, before the document is finally considered for adoption 
at the following meeting.  Input from Councillors would be welcome. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications - Business Unit Managers will undertake 
briefings with their team members to ensure that everyone is up to date with the revised 
document. 

 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications - This document will be 
housed on the SMC website. 

 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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Policy Implications - Review annually 

 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame - As soon as possible. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council 

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Adopt revised version 2 Business Continuity Plan. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr E Batt, seconded by Deputy Mayor A Green 
 
THAT Council 
 
1. Receive and note the report; 
2. Adopt revised version 2 Business Continuity Plan (subject to identified 

amendments). 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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18.1.3 POLICY REVIEW – GOODS AND SERVICES PURCHASING POLICY 
 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 
Date: 21 JULY 2016 
 
Attachment: 
Draft Version 2 – Goods & Services Purchasing Policy 
 
ISSUE 
 
Review of the Goods and Services Purchasing Policy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
[EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT TO THE JUNE COUNCIL MEETING] 
 
The attached draft version of the Goods and Services Purchasing Policy will replace the 
existing version (2008).  The revised draft has been updated to accurately reflect current 
structure and positions.  Clause 5.1 a) and 5.2 have been adjusted to reflect the increase 
price in goods and services since the previous policy was approved in 2008. 
 
As Councillors are aware, the process for any policy document is, that it is tabled at one 
meeting and then “lays on the table” until the next meeting, to enable Councillors 
sufficient time to work through and consider all of the ramifications of the policy, before 
the document is finally considered for adoption at the following meeting (July 2016). 
 
The revised draft of the Goods and Services Purchasing Policy is commended to Council 
for consideration. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council 
 
a) Receive and note the report; 

b) Consider Revised Draft Version 2 of the Ordering Of Goods and Services 

Purchasing Policy for adoption. 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT Council 
 
a) Receive and note the report; 
b) Consider Revised Draft Version 2 of the Ordering Of Goods and Services 

Purchasing Policy for adoption at the July 2016 Council meeting. 
 
CARRIED 
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[END EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT TO THE JUNE COUNCIL MEETING] 
 
DETAIL 

The Draft Revision of the Goods and Services Purchasing Policy was tabled at the June 
2016 Council meeting for Council’s consideration.  As Councillors are aware, the process 
for any policy document is, that it is tabled at one meeting and then “lays on the table” 
until the next meeting, to enable Councillors sufficient time to work through and consider 
all of the ramifications of the policy, before the document is finally considered for 
adoption at the following meeting.  Input from Councillors would be welcome. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications - Business Unit Managers will undertake 
briefings with their team members to ensure that everyone is up to date with the revised 
document. 

 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications - This document will be 
housed on the SMC website. 

 
Policy Implications - Review regularly. 

 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame - As soon as possible. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council 

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Adopt revised version 2 of the Goods and Services Purchasing Policy. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R Campbell, seconded by Clr E Batt 
 
THAT Council 
 
1. Receive and note the report; 
2. Adopt revised version 2 of the Goods and Services Purchasing Policy. 
 
CARRIED 
  

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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Attachment 
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18.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 33 & 34 

6.2.1 Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council. 
6.2.2 Provide a safe and healthy working environment. 
6.2.3 Ensure that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their 

roles. 
6.2.4 Increase the cost effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other 

organisations. 
6.2.5 Continue to manage and improve the level of statutory compliance of Council operations. 
6.2.6 Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to meet the Communities needs. 
6.2.7 Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations. 
6.2.8 Minimise Councils exposure to risk. 

 
Nil. 
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18.3 Finances 
 
18.3.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT (JUNE 2016) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (COURTNEY PENNICOTT) 

Date: 22 JULY 2016 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Refer enclosed Report incorporating the following: - 
 
a) Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1

st
 July 2015 to 30

th
 June 2016 (including 

Notes) 

b) Current Expenditure Estimates 

c) Capital Expenditure Estimates  
 Note: Refer to enclosed report detailing the individual capital projects. 

d) Cash Flow Statement - June 2016 
 
Note: Expenditure figures provided are for the period 1

st
 July 2015 to 30

th
 June 2016 – 

approximately 100% of the period.  
 
 
CURRENT EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Strategic Theme – Infrastructure 
 
Sub-Program – Lighting - expenditure to date ($96,010– 110.02%). Street lighting is 
now paid on a monthly basis. Prior to the commencement of monthly payments, in 
August 2015, a quarterly payment was made in July 2015 which related to part of the 
previous financial year. Recognising that this was not an accrued expense as at June 
2015. 
 
Sub-Program – Signage – expenditure to date ($12,174– 129.51%). Expenditure 
relates to the replacement of damaged and missing signs, including the large Çolebrook 
township sign. 
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Sub-Program – Business - expenditure to date ($231,204– 183.24%). Works 
undertaken on a recharge basis. Expenditure will be offset by income received. 
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Strategic Theme – Landscapes 
 
Sub-Program – Regulatory – expenditure to date ($895,626 – 108.65%). Expenditure 
incudes Planning Appeal/Tribunal Hearing Tea Tree Road Quarry $36,721 
 
Strategic Theme – Lifestyle 
 
Sub-Program – Aged – expenditure to date ($2,700 – 180.01%). Expenditure incudes 
costs relating to Seniors Week. 
 
Strategic Theme –Community 
 
Sub-Program – Consultation – expenditure to date ($5,422 – 106.93%). Expenditure 
relates to annual electricity payments for the Weeding’s Hill tower.  
 
Strategic Theme – Organisation 
 
Strategic Theme – Improvement – expenditure to date ($89,817– 1026.47%). All costs 
relate to the joint OH&S / Risk Management project being undertaken by six participating 
Councils under a resource sharing agreement. The cost of the project is to be shared 
between the six (6) Councils with revenue coming back to Southern Midlands. 
 
Sub-Program – Sustainability - expenditure to date ($2,203,736 – 107.61%). 
Expenditure includes approximately $149,500 of annual expenses (e.g. insurances, 
subscriptions and licence payments).  
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES (CAPITAL BUDGET) 
 
Nil. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor A Green, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL : CURRENT EXPENDITURE  2015/16 
SUMMARY SHEET 
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Clr Campbelll left the meeting at 2.08 p.m. 
Clr Campbell returned to the meeting at 2.14 p.m. 
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18.3.2 REVIEW OF FEES & CHARGES SCHEDULE 
 
Author: MANAGER DEVELOPMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (D CUNDALL) 

Date: 22 JULY 2016 
 
Attachment: 

SMC - Schedule of Fees and Charges: 2016-2017 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The fees and charges of a Council are captured in a succinct document usually entitled 
“schedule of fees and charges” (“schedule”). Over time legislation changes, fees must be 
reviewed, and services are added or removed. 
 
The current Schedule of Fees and Charges: 2013-2014 was adopted in 2013.  This is the 
last review of Council’s schedule. 
 
It is therefore considered necessary, by Council Officers, to update the schedule for the 
following reasons: 
 
A. To review Council service fees in line with Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
B. To review Council service fees in line with other Councils in Tasmania 
C. To create a succinct and user friendly document; through  

a. the removal of charge fees for services no longer required due to legislative 
changes. 

b. refine wording and descriptions of service fees. 
 
FEE CHANGES 
 
There has not been a review of Council’s fees and charges since the adoption of the 2013-
2014 Schedule. It is considered necessary to review the actual amounts charged for 
services. 
 
CPI 
 
A general rise of all fees and charges is proposed in line with the Hobart CPI increase over 
the past 3 years. The annual CPI for Hobart for the March quarter for the previous three (3) 
years has been: 
 
 March 2014 – 2.8% 
 March 2015 – 0.9% 
 March 2016 – 1.3% 
Source: Consumer Price Index, Abs Cat No 6401.0: Table 1.2 
 

Many other Councils in Tasmania will adopt an annual increase to the fees and charges in 
line with the latest CPI.  The latest CPI for Hobart (Tasmania) was 1.3% for the March 
quarter.  In this context, fees are increased slightly each year to keep pace with CPI to 
avoid large increases in any one year.  
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Council has not reviewed or increased fees and charges in the previous two (2) financial 
years.  
 
It is proposed that Council increase fees in line with the methodology described below for 
the current 2016/2017 financial year. 
 
Fee Review Methodology: Development and Environmental Services 
 
Since March 2014 there has been an overall 5% increase in CPI in Tasmania.  
 
It is therefore proposed that fees should be increased by an average 5% rounded to the 
nearest multiple of 5 (up or down). There is no annual compounding of fees over the past 2 
years so the increase will only apply to the 2013 fees. 
 
Fees for the following services have been increased through the above CPI methodology: 
 
A. Building Permit Fees  
B. Building Surveying Fees 
C. Plumbing and Drainage Fees 
D. Land Use Planning Fees 
E. Environmental Health Fees (Food Licences, Special Events, etc) 
F. Cemeteries 
 
Elected Members will note that current fees for services below $50.00 remain unchanged. 
 
Fee Review: Waste Transfer Station Disposal Fees 
 
Review of fees for Waste Management will be the subject of a separate report following 
finalisation of the Waste Management Strategy. 
 
Fee Review: Animal Control 
 
Animal Control Fees are set in May of each year. 
 
Fee Review: Roadside Collection Wheelie Bin replacement 
 
Fees increased to reflect actual cost of purchase. 
 
Fee Review: General 
 
Fees remain unchanged. 
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CHANGES TO SERVICES IN SCHEDULE 
 
The following services and associated fees have been removed/included in the Schedule: 
 

Changes to Services – Removal or Additions to Schedule 

2013-2014 Service & 
Fee 

2016-2017 Service & 
Fee 

Explanation 

Advertising for S34 
Historic Cultural Heritage 
Act - $200.00 

Removed The Historic Cultural Act was 
amended in 2014 and removed 
this requirement. 

Application for Strata - 
$300.00 + $20.00 per 
unit 

Removed The Planning Scheme specifies 
division of land by strata is 
exempt from requiring a permit. 

Animal Control 
Infringements/Fines 
 

Removed A fine/charge for infringement of 
the Dog Control Act 2000 is 
regulated by the Act and fines 
should be specified by the 
wording of the act not a fee 
schedule. 

Nil Building Administration 
Fee (TBC 2017) 

This fee is proposed in draft form 
in legislation currently before the 
Parliament.  It is expected a 
Building Administration Fee 
payable to State Government will 
be introduced in 2017. 
 
The service fee is not applicable 
at this point in time.  Council 
Officers advise Council should 
be ready for the change by 
amending the fee schedule prior 
to the change. 

 Place of Assembly 
Licence 
Place of Assembly 
(Special Event) Low risk 
and High risk 
Replace with one new 
fee 
Place of Assembly 
Licence $200.00 

With changes to the Place of 
Assembly Guidelines they now 
only apply to “mass public 
gatherings” (>1,000 persons). 
This means that they are by their 
nature all high risk and as such 
one new “higher” fee should 
apply. 
Council now does not have any 
Places of Assembly. 

Table 2: Changes to Services – Removal or Additions to Schedule 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Schedule of Fees and Charges: 2016-2017 be adopted.  
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr E Batt, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the Schedule of Fees and Charges: 2016-2017 be adopted (subject to minor 
amendments). 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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19. INFORMATION BULLETINS 
 
Information Bulletins dated the 1

st
 July, 8

th
 July and 22

nd
 July 2016 have been circulated 

since the previous meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Information Bulletins dated the 1

st
 July, 8

th
 July and 22

nd
 July 2016 be received 

and the contents noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor A Green 
 
THAT the Information Bulletins dated the 1

st
 July, 8

th
 July and 22

nd
 July 2016 be 

received and the contents noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  

  



Southern Midlands Council 

Minutes – 27 July 2016 PUBLIC COPY 

Page 65 of 78 

20. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
Nil. 
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21. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA 

 
Council to address urgent business items previously accepted onto the agenda. 
 
21.1 VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL, KEMPTON – PROPOSED MANAGEMENT 

ARRANGEMENT – BRIGHTON GREEN PONDS RSL 
 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 
Date: 26 JULY 2016 
 
Attachments: 
Briefing Paper – Presented to Community Forum (held 25

th
 July 2016) 

 
ISSUE 
 
Council to further consider transferring management and operation of the Victoria Memorial 
Hall, Kempton to the Brighton Green Ponds RSL.  
 
Note: This follows the conduct of an initial community consultation forum held on the 16

th
 

June 2016 and a follow-up forum held 25
th
 July 2016. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Brighton Green Ponds RSL, which partly occupies the Victoria Memorial Hall, has 
expressed an interest in taking on full management responsibility for the Hall facility. 
 
The following summarises the current arrangements: 
 
The RSL has sole occupation and use of the two rooms (previous Child Nursing Room and 
Doctors Surgery) which has been converted into the Club’s Bar and meeting rooms; The 
RSL has a Special Liquor Permit to trade between 6 pm and 10 pm on Wednesdays, 6 pm 
and 11 pm on Thursdays, noon to 6 pm on Sundays and 10 am to 6 pm on Anzac Day. 
 
The RSL may also access the Kitchen and Supper Room during the above times, and no 
additional hire fee is payable for the following specified RSL events: 
 
- ANZAC Day; 
- Remembrance Day; 
- Annual General Meeting; 
- Christmas function (date to be advised each year); and 
- Funeral wakes for RSL members only. 
 
Note: The standard Hire fee is payable where the Hall is used by RSL members for private 
events and activities (e.g. parties or other gatherings). The fee is payable even if the RSL 
provides the catering as this is beyond its normal trading hours, and is not a specified event 
mentioned above. 
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The RSL reimburses Council 50% of the total actual power costs for the full facility on a 
quarterly basis; and this arrangement also recognises that the RSL is prepared to allocate 
surplus funds to undertaking minor improvements at the Hall, including kitchen upgrade. 
 
DETAIL 
 
This issue was first considered by Council at its meeting held 25

th
 May 2016. At that 

meeting it was resolved that feedback and comment be sought from the community prior to 
making a determination. 
 
Following the initial community consultation forum held on the 16

th
 June 2016, Council at its 

meeting held 29
th
 June 2016, further considered the proposed terms and conditions. 

 
Consistent with the outcome of the first community forum, it was resolved that these terms 
and conditions would be referred to a follow-up forum - subsequently held 25

th
 July 2016. 

 
The attached briefing paper was presented to the meeting and an opportunity for questions; 
comment and feedback provided. 
 
Forum held 25

th
 July 2016 

 
Mayor A E Bisdee OAM, Clr A Bantick and Clr D Fish and approximately seventeen 
members of the community attended the forum. Note: Clrs E Batt and R Campbell 
submitted apologies. 
 
The following comments were noted at the forum: 
 
 Will hire fees be increased or maintained at the same level during the lease period? 

RSL indicated that fees would need to be subject to review depending on the other 
cost increases e.g. Aurora. 

 Will the Primary School be able to use the facility free of charge? RSL confirmed that 
this would be the case. 

 Discussion relating to insurance requirements – clarification provided and made clear 
that all insurance requirements for each party would be clearly stipulated in the formal 
lease. 

 What planned improvements do the RSL have planned? RSL indicated that this would 
be dependent on available funds. 

 The Green Ponds Progress Association should be represented on the Management 
Committee. Refer comment provided in the briefing paper. Further explanation was 
provided in relation to past endeavours to establish a community based management 
committee. It was commented that this would be the subject of further discussion 
between the RSL and the Progress Association. 

 
In conclusion the forum was advised: 
 
a) That Council would further consider this matter taking into account the comments and 

feedback provided; and 
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b) Assuming a decision is made to proceed with the proposed lease arrangement, then a 
formal lease document would be prepared and incorporate the terms and conditions 
as presented. 

 
Note: The draft Lease is to be referred to the RSL for review prior to finalising. The GPPA 
and Mr P Tankard also requested to receive a copy of the draft lease (post RSL review) for 
information and comment. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – refer detail in the briefing paper, including 
previous reports submitted to Council (May and June 2016). 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – To be considered, taking 
into account the feedback received.  
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Dependent upon Council decision. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Two alternative recommendations are offered: 
 
1. THAT Council elect not to progress with the proposed lease arrangement.   
 
OR 
 
2. THAT Council: 
 
a) Acknowledge that a lease arrangement with the Brighton Green Ponds RSL for the 

management and operation of the Victoria Memorial Hall, Kempton would be 

beneficial to both Council and the community; 

b) Approve entering into a four-year lease of the facility to the Brighton Green Ponds 

RSL; and 

c) A lease document be prepared to reflect the proposed terms and conditions contained 

within the report; and 

d) The draft Lease, once approved by the Brighton Green Ponds RSL, be presented to 

Council for final endorsement prior to execution. 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor A Green, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT Council: 
 
a) Acknowledge that a lease arrangement with the Brighton Green Ponds RSL for 

the management and operation of the Victoria Memorial Hall, Kempton would 
be beneficial to both Council and the community; 

b) Approve entering into a four-year lease of the facility to the Brighton Green 
Ponds RSL; and 
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c) A lease document be prepared to reflect the proposed terms and conditions 
contained within the report; and 

d) The draft Lease, once approved by the Brighton Green Ponds RSL, be 
presented to Council for final endorsement prior to execution. 

 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  
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Attachment 
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21.2 TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER (VODAFONE HUTCHINSON AUST PTY LTD) 
– PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION & LEASE CAMPANIA 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor A Green, seconded by Clr R Campbell 
 
THAT Council provide owner consent for submission of a development application 
for the construction of a telecommunications tower at Lot 5, Native Corners Road, 
Campania. 
 
CARRIED 
 

Vote 
For 

Councillor 
Vote 

Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  

√ Dep. Mayor A O Green   

√ Clr A R Bantick  

√ Clr E Batt  

√ Clr R Campbell  

√ Clr D F Fish  

√ Clr D Marshall  

 
21.3 HERITAGE WEEKEND, OATLANDS 
 
Mr Andrew Benson (Deputy General Manager) provided an update to Councillors in regard 
to Heritage Weekend events occurring in Oatlands on the 6

th
 and 7

th
 August 2016. 

 
 
RESOLVED that the information be received. 
 
 
21.4 PROPOSED EDUCATION BILL 2016 – EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA 
 
Determination of Council Policy relating to the proposal to lower the school starting age for 
the compulsory first year of school – Prep, to four years and six months. This follows an 
address provided by Mrs Tammy Bennett (Director – Bagdad Child Care Centre) during the 
public consultation session. 
 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
a) Council contact the various School Associations within the Southern Midlands 

Council area, including Lady Gowrie Tasmania as the operator of the Oatlands 

Child Care Centre, seeking advice from their respective bodies regarding their 

position in relation to the proposal to reduce the School starting age; and 

b) Council develop a policy position based on the feedback received, but initially 

the Policy position should be based on supporting the position adopted by 

Early Childhood Australia and the information provided by Mrs Bennett. 
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21.5 COUNCIL DEPOT, OATLANDS - RELOCATION 
 
Discussion in relation to the relocation of the Council Depot at Oatlands and the potential to 
purchase a demountable building(s) from the ex Pontville Detention Centre which may be 
appropriate for the new Council depot site. Following an inspection, further detail would be 
provided to Councillors via an ‘out-of-session’ report. 
 
 
RESOLVED that the information be received. 
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22. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
Nil. 
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23. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting closed at 3.03 p.m. 


