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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on  
 
Date: Wednesday, 22nd April 2020 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

Venue: via video conference (in response to COVID-19 regulations) 

 
The Local Government Act 1993 section 65 provides the following: 
 
1. A general manager must ensure that any advice, information or recommendation 

given to the council or a council committee is given by a person who has the 

qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation. 

2. A council or council committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the 

advice of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a)  the general manager certifies, in writing – 
 

(i)  that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii)  that the general manager took the advice into account in providing general 

advice to the council or council committee; and 
 
(b)  a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written transcript or 

summary of that advice is provided to the council or council committee with the 
general manager's certificate. 

 
I therefore certify that with respect to all advice, information or recommendation provided 
to the Council in or with this Agenda: 
 
(1) The advice, information or recommendation is given by a person who has the 

qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation; and 

(2) Where any advice is directly given by a person who does not have the required 

qualification or experience, that person has obtained and taken into account in that 

person’s general advice, the advice from an appropriately qualified or experienced 

person.  
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Councillors please note: 
 
 In relation to Public Question Time, no members of the Public will be permitted to 

attend the meeting. The public has been advised to submit questions by 1.00 p.m. 

on Tuesday 21st April 2020. 

 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Tim Kirkwood 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
 

1. PRAYERS 
 
 
 

2. ATTENDANCE 
 
 
 

3. APOLOGIES 
 

 
 

4. MINUTES 
 

4.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on the 25th 
March 2020, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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4.2 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
4.2.1 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Special Committee of Council, as circulated, are submitted 
for receipt: 
 
 Nil. 
 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
 
 

4.2.2 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - ENDORSEMENT OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committee 
of Council are submitted for endorsement. 
 
 Nil. 

 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
 
 
4.3 JOINT AUTHORITIES (ESTABLISHED UNDER DIVISION 4 OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT ACT 1993) 
 
4.3.1 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Joint Authority Meetings, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 
 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil. 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority (Waste Strategy South) – Nil. 

 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
 
 
4.3.2 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF REPORTS (ANNUAL & QUARTERLY) 
 

Reports prepared by the following Joint Authorities, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 
 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil. 
 

DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
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5. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since 
the last meeting. 
 
No workshops have been held since the last Ordinary Meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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6. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

6.1 QUESTIONS (ON NOTICE) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates 
to Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a 
council committee meeting, may give written notice to the general 
manager of a question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer 
at that meeting. 

(2)   An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 

 
 
Nil. 
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6.2 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary to 
explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without notice 
or its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without notice 
at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it does 
not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without notice 
in writing. 

 
 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
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7. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request 
Councillors to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in 
any item on the Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have 
in respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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8. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at 
an ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager 
has reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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9. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public 
question time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days 

before an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask questions 

relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, 

at least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members 
of the public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to 

that question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 
for doing so. 

 
 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no questions on notice 
had been received from members of the public. 
 
No members of the Public will be permitted to attend the meeting.  
 
The public has been advised to submit questions by 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday 21st April 2020. 
 
 
9.1 Permission to Address Council 
 
Permission has been granted for the following person(s) to address Council: 
 
 Nil. 
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10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
10.1 COUNCIL AFFIRMATION OF NIL (0%) PERCENT RATE INCREASE FOR 

2020/2021 
 

Mayor Alex Green has submitted the following Notice of Motion: 
 
THAT Council, as a means of providing local community economic support, develop the 
2020/2021 Annual Budget based on a Nil percent rate increase for the forthcoming 
financial year. 
 
BACKGROUND (Comments provided by Mayor A O Green) 
 
Reference is made to the attached letter written by the Premier of Tasmania and Mark 
Shelton MP, (Minister for Local Government) addressed to all Tasmanian Councils. 
 
In particular, Paragraph 4 is brought to Council’s attention whereby the State Government 
is strongly encouraging all Councils to consider individual packages and provide support 
to their community as a matter of urgency. Specific mention is made of including rate 
freezes as one measure.  
 
General Manager’s Comments: 
 
The intent of the Motion is self-explanatory. 
 
In terms of financial implications, a firm decision (or direction) regarding an acceptable 
(or nil) percentage increase for 2020/21 would certainly assist in framing the 2020/21 
Budget. Whilst it could be argued that this should be considered as part of the Budget 
process, essentially the decision has to be made at some point and a decision now would 
enable the implications to be factored into the Budget planning.  
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 10.1 
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11. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT 
TO THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 
AND COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
 
11.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
 

Nil.  
 

 
11.2 SUBDIVISIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
 

11.3 MUNICIPAL SEAL (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil.  
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11.4 PLANNING (OTHER) 
 

11.4.1 PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENT (RZ2020/01) FOR BUSHFIRE PRONE 
AREAS OVERLAY 

 

Author: SENIOR PLANNING OFFICER (JACQUI TYSON) 

Date: 17 APRIL 2020 

Attachment(s): 
TasWater submission 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the Council Meeting held on 19th February 2020, Council resolved to initiate and certify 
the Planning Scheme Amendment RZ2020/01. 
 
The draft amendment and associated documents were placed on public exhibition 
between 29th February 2020 and the 31st March 2020, in accordance with Section 38 of 
the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (the Act).  
 
During the advertising period no representations were received from members of the 
public.  
 
The draft amendment was been referred to TasWater, who provided a brief submission 
(detailed below). 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The proposal is for an amendment to the Southern Midlands Interim Planning Scheme 
2015 (“the Scheme”) to insert the Bushfire Prone Areas Overlay maps, as recommended 
by the Tasmanian Fire Service (“TFS”). 
 
Under the current Scheme bushfire prone areas are defined by the following terms in 
section E1.3 of the Bushfire Prone Areas Code: 
 
Bushfire- prone area 
(a) land that is within the boundary of a bushfire-prone area shown on an overlay on a 

planning scheme map; or 
(b) where there is no overlay on a planning scheme map, land that is within 100m of an 

area of bushfire-prone vegetation equal to or greater than 1ha. 
 
Bushfire- prone vegetation 
 means contiguous vegetation including grasses and shrubs  but not including 

maintained lawns, parks and gardens,  nature strips, plant nurseries, golf 
courses, vineyards,  orchards or vegetation on land that is used for horticultural 
purposes.  

 
The proposed amendment does not change whether or not land is considered bushfire 
prone, it simply provides a map of all the land that is described by the current definition.  
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This will provide greater certainty for Council, property owners and practitioners in the 
application of the Bushfire-Prone Area Code under the Scheme and the Building Act 
2016. 
 
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 
In accordance with sections 39(2) and 43F(6) of the Act, Council must, within 35 days 
after the exhibition period, forward to the Tasmanian Planning Commission a report 
considering representations received (if any) and any recommendations regarding the 
draft amendment and planning permit it considers necessary. 
 
Council are reminded that references to the provisions of the Act are references to the 
former provisions of the Act as defined in Schedule 6 – Savings and transitional provisions 
of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Amendment (Tasmanian Planning Scheme Act) 
2015. The former provisions apply to an interim planning scheme that was in force prior 
to the commencement day of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Amendment 
(Tasmanian Planning Scheme Act) 2015. The commencement day was 17 December 
2015.  The former provisions of the Act remain in force until the Local Provisions Schedule 
comes into effect. 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION  
 
Section 38 of the Act sets out that after making a decision to initiate a planning scheme 
amendment it is to be publicly advertised for a period of at least 28 days.  
 
In this case the draft amendment was placed on public exhibition as required by the Act 
between 29th February 2020 and the 31st March 2020. 
 
No representations were received, other than a brief submission from TasWater, detailed 
below.  
 

TasWater Officer comment 
 

Taswater has provided the following 
response: 
 
TasWater does not object to the draft 
amendment to the Interim Planning 
Scheme and has no formal 
comments for the Tasmanian 
Planning Commission in relation to 
this matter and does not require to be 
notified of nor attend any subsequent 
hearings. 

Noted. 
 
No change to draft amendment required. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
This report has provided an assessment of the representations received in relation to the 
proposed amendment to the Southern Midlands Interim Planning Scheme 2015 to 
introduce Bushfire Prone Areas mapping into the Bushfire Prone Areas Code.  
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It is recommended that Council continues to support the planning scheme amendment 
with no change and provide this report together with the representations to the Tasmanian 
Planning Commission.   
 
It is noted that if Council decide not to continue to support the proposal the final 
assessment and determination will still be undertaken by the Tasmanian Planning 
Commission.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council: 
 
1. Consider the submissions received in regard to the draft Planning Scheme 

Amendment RZ2020/01, together with the responses provided above; and  
 
2. Advise the Tasmanian Planning Commission that zero (0) representations 

were received from the public and one (1) representation received from 
Taswater, in accordance with Section 39(2) of the Land Use Planning & 
Approvals Act 1993 (under Schedule 6 Savings and Transitional Provisions); 
and  
 

3. A copy of this report be forwarded to the Tasmanian Planning Commission 
being Council’s assessment of the merit of the representations in accordance 
with Section 39(2)(b) of the Land Use Planning & Approvals Act 1993 (under 
Schedule 6 Savings and Transitional Provisions); and  
 

4. Pursuant to Section 39(2) of the Land Use Planning & Approvals Act 1993 
(under Schedule 6 Savings and Transitional Provisions), the Council 
recommend to the Tasmanian Planning Commission that no modification to 
the draft Planning Scheme Amendment RZ2020/01 is required.  

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 11.4.1 

 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY]  
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12. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

12.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 
12.1.1 HENRIETTA STREET, OATLANDS (CROWN RESERVED ROAD) – G 

PENNICOTT – REQUEST FOR COUNCIL TO TAKE ON MAINTENANCE 
RESPONSIBILITY AND OWNERSHIP 

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 16 APRIL 2020 

Enclosure(s): 
Oatlands – Location Map 
Crown Reserved Roads – Unmade Roads Policy 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider taking on maintenance responsibly for an additional 200 metres of 
Henrietta Street, Oatlands. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Henrietta Street, Oatlands is a Council maintained road for a distance of 500 metres. It 
commences at the junction with Birmingham Arms Road and extends through to the entry 
gate which provides access to the property owned by D Robson. 
 
Beyond that point it becomes a Crown Reserved Road that is not maintained by Council. 
It follows, that any request for Council to take on maintenance responsibility and future 
ownership of the Road would need to be in accordance with Council’s ‘Crown Reserved 
Roads (Unmade Roads): Public Initiated Request to Construct - Policy and Procedures’. 
 
DETAIL 
 
A location map is included as an enclosure.  
 
A Development/Building Application has been submitted for the construction of a new 
shed (including fit-out) on CT 114778/4 (part of PID 278935). Entry to the development is 
200 metres beyond the section of Henrietta Street which is maintained by Council. 
 
In order to avoid the need to secure a Licence from the Crown to travel across the Crown 
Reserved Road, the proponent has offered to construct the road to the required standard, 
following which this section of Road would become maintainable by Council. 
 
The section of Henrietta Street, which is the subject of this request is marked in ‘Blue’ on 
the attached Plan.  
 
In reference to Council’s Policy, and in particular the procedures detailed in the Policy, 
the following comments are provided: 
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a) It is confirmed that the status of the Road is Crown Reserved Road and there are 
no existing Leases or Licences which would prevent construction. 

b) Construction of 200 metres of roadway would provide access to this property; 
provide full road frontage for the properties owned by D Robson and M & K Jones; 
and provide frontage (part) for the property owned by J Pennicott. 

c) Preliminary investigations indicate that there is no private infrastructure within the 
road reservation that would require relocation or adversely impact on construction 
of the road. 

d) Whilst ‘in-principle’ approval has not been sought from the Crown (pending 
confirmation of proposed financing arrangements), there are no apparent issues 
which would prevent construction. 

e) Based on the existing formation, construction of the road would be relatively straight 
forward, noting that the Road would be classified as a U3 Road, being the lowest 
category of unsealed roads. This is based on limited traffic movements and 
recognition that it would be a ‘No-Through’ Road post construction. 

 
The following cost estimate is provided: 
 
 Construct approximately 200 metres of unsealed roadway, commencing from the 

end of the Council maintained section of Henrietta Street. 
 

Total Cost of $3,835 (excluding GST). 
 
 Cost includes; 1 set of culvert pipes and heads ($480); 64m3 of gravel @$22.50 - 

$1,440; 32m3 Base Course @ $9.00 - $288; Cartage $607; Excavator Hire $1,080); 
Grader Hire $300). The price is reduced by $360 to allow for Council clean-up of 
materials that have been dumped within the road reserve. 

 
 Council’s contribution would be $767 (i.e. 20%), leaving a balance of $3,068 to be 

apportioned between the property owners under whatever shared arrangements 
that can be negotiated. 

 
f) As mentioned, there are potentially four properties that would benefit from 

construction of the road. 
 
Owners: 
 
 G & L Pennicott 
 J Pennicott 
 M & K Jones 
 D Robson 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer above detail. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Refer comment above. 
 
Policy Implications – Consistent with Council Policy. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 
a) the information be received; 
b) subject to the property owners being prepared to finance the balance of 

$3,068, Council confirm the merits of the proposal and be prepared to allocate 
an amount of $767 as its contribution towards construction of the road; and 

c) following construction of the road to the required standard, Council be 
prepared to resolve in accordance with section 12 of the Local Government 
(Highways) Act 1982 that the constructed section of Henrietta Street, Oatlands 
be declared as a highway maintainable by the corporation and it be gazetted 
accordingly. 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 12.1.1 
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12.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
12.3 Walkways, Cycle ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3.1 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 

Nil. 
 

12.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4.1a & 1.4.1b 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 

12.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
12.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6.1 & 1.6.2 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 

satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 

Nil. 
 

12.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 

Nil. 
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12.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 

 
Nil.  
 

12.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9.1 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil.  
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12.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

12.10.1 MANAGER – INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS REPORT 
 

Author: MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS (JACK LYALL) 

Date: 17 APRIL 2020 

 
 
Please note a report will be presented at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS  

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

13.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

13.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2.1 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
13.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3.1a, 2.3.1b & 2.3.1c 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the 
municipality / Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
13.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4.1 & 2.4.2 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 
access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

14.1 Heritage 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.1.1, 3.1.2 & 3.1.3 
Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets / Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support 
to heritage property owners / Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern 

Midlands. 

 

14.1.1 HERITAGE PROJECT PROGRAM REPORT 
 

Author: MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 17 APRIL 2020 

 
 
ISSUE 
 
Report from the Manager, Heritage Projects on various Southern Midlands Heritage 
Projects. 
 
DETAIL 
 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 

 Input into the Strategic Plan review.  

 Auditing the Callington Mill heritage and archaeological collection ahead of loan 

negotiations for display in the new initiative. 

 Progressing a scoping document for a major review of the heritage collections store. 

 Temporarily closed down the Heritage Hub including arranging the return or safe 

storage of items on consignment, finances & inventory. 

 Installation of blinds at the Heritage Hub for security (& future use to prevent 

stock/items from being sun damaged). 

 A revised application has been made to the Tasmanian Community Fund for further 

interpretive works at the Oatlands Commissariat.  

 An article has been submitted to ‘Imprint’ magazine for promotion of future Artist in 

Residence programs.  

 Started the transcription of letters from the Weeding letters collection. A donated 

series of letters to the SMC Heritage Collection by the Griffiths & Goold families 

about 2011. When they were researching their own family history, they unearthed 

letters written between siblings of the Weeding family living between Van Diemens 

Land, England & Bombay between 1834-1838. This will become a feature project 

on social media & through the SMC website portal once the transcription of letters 

reveals the sequence & timeline of correspondence. 

 Social media posts. Up until last month we had averaged a couple of posts per week 

but have made an effort since Coronavirus restrictions have been in place to 

increase our posts & variety of subject matter. Since the 1st April 2020 we have had 

13 posts so far, averaging almost one a day (at the time of writing this). We have 
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increased our page followers by 30 people since the 1st April, the post reach has 

been between 156 people to over 8,036 depending on the post content. The post 

that reached over 8,000 people was a shared one from the Producers of Restoration 

Australia who are looking for more heritage properties in Tasmania to feature on the 

tv show. We also provided content including ‘how to recreate famous artworks using 

household items, ‘They found a Cave’ movie, free online study through Yale 

University, Museum from home – watercolour restoration, this day in 1895 in 

Oatlands, part 2 of the Richard “Long Mick’ Ennis story as part of the “if the Walls 

could talk” series, Recipes & household tips from Oatlands ladies of 1903, Estates 

of Broadmarsh, Kempton mystery building, Parattah, Oatlands Railway timetable, 

Thursday mystery photo – picnic at Tiger Hut along with our regular wallpaper 

collection features. The following metrics are demonstrative of the upward trend: 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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14.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.2.1 & 3.2.2 
Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value / Encourage the adoption of best practice land care 
techniques. 

 
14.2.1 NRM UNIT – GENERAL REPORT 
 

Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 17 APRIL 2020 

 
 
ISSUE: 
 
Landcare Unit Monthly Report to be circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Landcare Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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14.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3.1 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 

14.4 Regulatory (Other than Planning Authority Agenda Items) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4.1 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 

Nil. 
 

14.5 Climate Change 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5.1 
Implement strategies to address issues of climate change in relation to its impact on Councils corporate functions and 

on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
LIFESTYLE) 

 

15.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 

Nil. 
 

15.2 Youth 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.2.1 

Increase the retention of young people in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

15.3 Seniors 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.3.1 

Improve the ability of the seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 

15.4 Children and Families 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.4.1 

Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the Community. 

 

Nil. 
 

15.5 Volunteers 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.5.1 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 

Nil. 
 
15.6 Access 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.6.1a & 4.6.1b 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands Community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 

Disability Discrimination Act (DDA). 

 
Nil. 
 
15.7 Public Health 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.7.1 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 

Nil. 
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15.8 Recreation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8.1 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the Community. 

 

Nil. 
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15.9 Animals 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.9.1 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the Community. 

 

15.9.1 2020/21 ANIMAL MANAGEMENT FEES (INCLUDING DOG 
REGISTRATION) 

 
Author:  MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (DAVID 

CUNDALL) 

Date: 16 APRIL 2020 

 
 
ISSUE 
 
Adoption of the 2020-2021 Animal Management Fees. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Dog Registration fees are to be adopted in accordance with Council’s Dog Management 
Policy and the Dog Control Act 2000. 
 
DETAIL 
 
For information, the following is a list of the fees and charges that were adopted for the 
current financial year (i.e. 2019/20): 
 

CLASS EVIDENCE REQUIRED AMOUNT 

Dog (desexed) Vet Certificate or Stat 
Dec required 

$30.00 

Dog (non-desexed)  $40.00 

Greyhound/Working Dog/Purbreed 
(for showing/breeding) 

Certificate required, TCA 
or GRT membership or 
ABN 

$30.00 
 

Dangerous Dog/Restricted Breed/Guard 
Dog 

Declared by General 
Manager 

$90.00 
 

Guide Dogs/Hearing Dogs  No Charge 

Pensioner Pension Concession 
Card / Health Care Card 

50% discount 
off scheduled fee  

(one dog only) 
Replacement Tag (metal lifetime tag)  $10.00 

 

Formal Notice of Complaint  $60.00 

Kennel Licence Application  $120.00 

Kennel Licence Renewal  $50.00 

Impound fee (per animal)  $30.00 

Feed/care fee (daily charge per animal)  $10.00 
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Dogs Home of Tasmania Impound Fee Paid directly to Dogs 
Home 

Refer Dogs 
Home 

 
Councillors may recall that: 
 
a) all fees were increased marginally in 2017/2018 to offset the cost of improved animal 

management services; 

b) a reduced fee was introduced for desexed dogs which provides an incentive and 

encouragement for responsible dog ownership; 

c) the higher fee payable after the 31st July was deleted as all dogs should be 

registered prior to that date; and 

d) a separate charge was introduced for declared dangerous dogs/restricted breed 
dogs/guard dogs. This is consistent with other Council practices. 

 
In reference to Council’s Dog Management Policy, refund of registration fees will only be 
provided for dogs that have died in the current year of registration. Refunds are only 
available on completion of the appropriate form lodged with Council by the owner of the 
dog subject of the claim.  Any refund provided is on a pro-rata basis as at the time of 
application. 
 
The Southern Midlands Council will transfer dog registrations from other Tasmanian 
Councils at no cost to the dog owner, provided the registration is for the same registration 
period.  
 
Amendments 
 
Council’s fees are still comparable and reasonable in relation to surrounding and similar 
Local Government Areas.  No increase in fees is recommended for this financial year 
2020-2021. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – In reference to the draft 2020/21 Budget, 
the same level of fees would achieve approximately 55% cost recovery for the Animal 
Management Service. Acknowledging that animal management involves the 
management of all other animal related complaints and issues, this is considered 
reasonable. For this reason, fees could be kept at the same level for this coming financing 
financial year. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Nil 
 
Southern Midlands Council Website - The adopted fees will be displayed on the 
website. 
 
Policy Implications  - Policy position. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – It is normal practice for reminder Notices to be 
issued in late May of each year.  Registration fees are due on 1st July. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council adopt the following Animal Management Fees for the 2020-21 period: 
 

CLASS EVIDENCE REQUIRED AMOUNT 

Dog (desexed) Vet Certificate or Stat 
Dec required 

$30.00 

Dog (non-desexed)  $40.00 

Greyhound/Working Dog/Purbreed (for 
showing/breeding) 

Certificate required, TCA 
or GRT membership or 
ABN 

$30.00 
 

Dangerous Dog/Restricted Breed/Guard 
Dog 

Declared by General 
Manager 

$90.00 
 

Guide Dogs/Hearing Dogs  No Charge 

Pensioner Pension Concession 
Card / Health Care Card 

50% discount 
off scheduled fee  

(one dog only) 
Replacement Tag (metal lifetime tag)  $10.00 

 

Formal Notice of Complaint  $60.00 

Kennel Licence Application  $120.00 

Kennel Licence Renewal  $50.00 

Impound fee (per animal)  $30.00 

Feed/care fee (daily charge per animal)  $10.00 

Dogs Home of Tasmania Impound Fee Paid directly to Dogs 
Home 

Refer Dogs 
Home 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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15.10 Education 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.10.1 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands. 

 

Nil. 
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 

16.1 Capacity 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.1.1 & 5.1.2 
Build the capacity of the community to help itself and embrace the framework and strategies articulated through social 

inclusion to achieve sustainability / Maintain and strengthen communities in the Southern Midlands. 

 
Nil. 
 

16.2 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2.1 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

16.3 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.3.1 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation and communication with the community. 

 

Nil. 
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 

17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference(s) 6.1.1, 6.1.2, 6.1.3, 6.1.4 & 6.1.5 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve the accuracy, 
comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the effectiveness, efficiency 
and use-ability of Council IT systems / Develop an overall Continuous Improvement Strategy and framework. 

 
Nil. 
 
17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 6.2.1, 6.2.2, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.2.6, 6.2.7 & 6.2.8 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 
to risk. 

 

17.2.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT SHARED SERVICES UPDATE (STANDING ITEM – 
INFORMATION ONLY) 

 

Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 17 APRIL 2020 

Enclosure(s): 
Local Government Shared Services Update – February 2020 
Local Government Shared Services – Council Update – February 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
To inform Council of the Common Services Joint Venture activities for the month of February 
2020. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are seven existing members of the Common Services Joint Venture Agreement, with 
two other Council’s participating as non-members. 
 
Members: Brighton, Central Highlands, Glenorchy, Huon Valley, Sorell, Southern Midlands 
and Tasman. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer to the enclosed ‘Local Government Shared Services – Council Update’. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer comment provided in the update. 
 
Councillors will note that the Southern Midlands Council provided 102 hours of service to 
other Councils and received 7 hours of services from other Councils during the month. 
 
Details of services provided are included in the enclosures. 
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Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Nil 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Ongoing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.1 

 

 
 
  

PUBLIC COPY



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 22 April 2020 

Page 47 of 76 

 
  

PUBLIC COPY



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 22 April 2020 

Page 48 of 76 
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17.2.2 TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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17.2.3 ELECTED MEMBER STATEMENTS 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
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17.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference(s) 6.3.1, 6.3.2 & 6.3.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT (PERIOD ENDING 31 MARCH 2020) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 17 APRIL 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 31st March 2020. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The format of the Operating Expenditure Report has been amended to include a Year To 
Date (YTD) Budget Column, with variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets – as 
opposed to total annual Budget. 
 
Note: Depreciation is calculated on an annual basis at the end of the financial year and 
therefore the budget for depreciation is included in the June period. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 July 2019 to 31 March 2020. 

 Operating Expenditure Budget Report – 1 July 2019 to 31 March 2020. 

 Capital Expenditure Estimates – as at 31 March 2020. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 July 2019 to 31 March 2020. 

 Rates & Charges – as at 10 April 2020. 
 
OPERATING EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall, operating expenditure to end of February was $5,390,410 which represents 87.17% 
of YTD Budget.  
 
Whilst there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), YTD expenditure is consistent with Budget. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Sub-Program – Public Toilets – expenditure to date ($60,726 – 119.69%). Expenditure 
relates to additional cleaning hours and cleaning products due to COVID-19. 
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Sub-Program – Signage – expenditure to date ($6,393 – 118.06%). Expenditure relates to 
purchasing and replacing stolen road signs. This is a relatively minor budget and will be 
monitored. 
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Nil.  
 
Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Nil.  
 
Strategic Theme – Lifestyle 
 
Sub-Program – Aged – expenditure to date ($2,186 – 145.7%). Expenditure relates to the 
cost of hiring the Kempton Community Bus for Community Walks. 
  
Strategic Theme – Community  
 
Sub-Program – Capacity – expenditure to date ($46,633 – 132.03%). Expenditure relates 
to costs associated with the Heritage Bullock Festival, Arts Committee Events and donations 
provided for sporting representations. 
 
Sub-Program – Safety – expenditure to date ($56,001 – 154.91%). Expenditure relates to 
Salaries, On Costs and Plant associated with firefighting and recovery following the Pelham 
Fire. 
 
Strategic Theme –Organisation 
 
Nil.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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17.3.2 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP ASSISTANCE POLICY (DRAFT) 
 

Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 16 APRIL 2020 

Enclosure: 
Financial Hardship Assistance Policy (Draft) 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider the draft Financial Hardship Assistance Policy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Please refer to the attached draft Policy which has been based on a Model Policy prepared 
by the Local Government Association of Tasmania. 
 
The following sections of the Local Government Act 1993 are relevant: 

“125.   Postponement of payment 

(1)  A ratepayer may apply to the council for a postponement of payment of rates on the ground 
of hardship. 
(2)  An application is to be – 
(a) made in writing; and 
(b) lodged with the general manager. 

126.   Conditions of postponement 

(1)  A council may grant a postponement of the payment of rates for a specified period if satisfied 
that such payment would cause hardship. 
(2)  A council may grant a postponement of payment of rates – 
(a) on the condition that the ratepayer pay interest on the amount of rates postponed at a rate 
fixed by the council; and 
(b) on any other condition the council determines. 
(3)  Interest fixed under subsection (2) (a) is not to exceed the prescribed percentage as 
calculated in section 128 (2) . 

127.   Postponement ceases to operate 

(1)  A council may, at any time, revoke a postponement of payment of rates by giving 60 days 
notice in writing to the ratepayer of the date on which the postponement ceases to operate. 
(2)  A postponement of payment of rates ceases to operate on the date on which the ratepayer 
ceases to own or occupy the land in respect of which those rates are payable. 

128.   Late payments 

(1)  If any rates or instalments are not paid on or before the date they fall due, a council may – 
(a) impose a penalty not exceeding 10% of the unpaid rate or instalment; or 
(b) charge a daily interest not exceeding the prescribed percentage in respect of the unpaid rate 
or instalment for the period during which it is unpaid; or 
(c) impose a penalty and charge interest as specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) . 
(2)  ………………. 

129.   Remission of rates 

(1)  A ratepayer may apply to the council for remission of all or part of any rates paid or payable 
by the ratepayer or any penalty imposed or interest charged under section 128 . 
(2)  An application is to be – 
(a) made in writing; and 
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(b) lodged with the general manager. 
(3)  A council, by absolute majority, may grant a remission of all or part of any rates, penalty or 
interest paid or payable by the ratepayer. 
(4)  A council, by absolute majority, may grant a remission of any rates, penalty or interest paid 
or payable by a class of ratepayers. 
(5)  The general manager is to keep a record of the details of any remission granted under this 
section. 

 
DETAIL 
 
In reference to the document, there are some key things that require comment: 
 
a) The Policy only relates to Council Rates (not the Fire Service Levy or other general 

fees and charges); 
b) The relief will only be provided to a person’s primary place of residence (not investment 

properties); 
c) Clause 2.2 – the Act requires evidence to be provided. The examples provided are 

considered reasonable and not too onerous (noting that an applicant only needs to 
satisfy one as a minimum); 

d) There are three types of assistance: 
 
1. Postpone Rates Payment (self-explanatory – they are still payable) 
 

2. Remission of late payment penalties or interest 
 
The draft Policy is based on Council not calculating interest for the remainder of the financial 
year. This means that interest would not be charged on prior arrears (as opposed to just the 
March instalment). Current interest calculates to approximately $4,500 per month – meaning 
that a decision to not impose interest up until 30th June 2020 would be at a cost (or reduction 
in revenue) of $18,000. (i.e. 4 months @$4,500 per month). 
 
The penalty is a ‘one-off’ thing imposed on each outstanding instalment.  From a SMC 
perspective, the main issue relates to any penalty for the instalment due 31st March 2020. 
At this stage the Penalty for this instalment has not been applied pending a decision by 
Council. The average penalty amount applied for each of the three previous instalments this 
financial year was approximately $10,500. The March penalty, if imposed, would be a similar 
amount. 
 
Please note that Section 129 ‘Remission of Rates’ permits a Council, by absolute majority, 
to grant a remission of any rates, penalty or interest paid or payable by a class of ratepayers. 
 
3. Remitting Rates – straight forward as per draft Policy 
 
In terms of assessing applications, the following limits are recommended for inclusion in the 
Policy: 
 
- Deferral Arrangements – For amounts less than $2,500 – Manager, Corporate 

Services 

- Deferral Arrangements – For amounts greater than $2,500 – General Manager 

Remission of any rates; late penalties; or interest charges – felt that this should be a 
decision of Council, unless Council wants to consider delegation up to a certain amount. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Following circulation of the draft Policy, initial comments and feedback included: 
 
a) Is it possible to differentiate between the various sectors (i.e. 

agricultural/commercial/residential etc.) and consider each sector separately taking 

into account the effect of COVID-19 on that sector? This is aimed at ensuring that 

people not impacted qualifying for deferral or remittance. 

b) Can deferred payments be changed to total remittance in 6 or 8 months’ time when the 

effects of the economic downturn can be reassessed? 

Responses: 
 
a) This question is relevant to the proposed blanket remission of penalty (March 2020 

instalment) and interest through to 30th June 2020.  

 To differentiate, each property would need to be coded individually which would be a 

considerable administrative process. The alternative is to remove the blanket emission 

and process each application on a case by case basis. 

b) The draft Policy stipulates that deferral of rate payments must be applied for and 
granted first, before an application for rates remission can be considered. After the 
applicant has entered into a deferral arrangement with Council, the applicant may 
apply for remission of rates (refer Clause 2.6).   

 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – refer detail above. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications –The State Government is 
strongly encouraging all Councils to consider individual packages and provide support to 
their community as a matter of urgency. Specific mention is made of rate freezes and 
generous hardship policies. 
 
Policy Implications – Policy position 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Ongoing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Hardship Assistance Policy be adopted (subject to any 
amendments) and that it be implemented immediately (as opposed to the normal 
Policy approval process). 
 

DECISION  

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.2 
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
 
Nil. 
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19. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
 
Council to address urgent business items previously accepted onto the agenda. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 

Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 15(2) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 15(2)(h) 

Audit Panel Minutes – Confirmation 15(2) 

General Manager Contract 15(2)(a) 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

DECISION (MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr R McDougall   
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CLOSED COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 provides that 
Council may consider certain sensitive matters in Closed Meeting.  
 
The following matters have been listed in the Closed Meeting section of the Council Agenda in 
accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015. 
 

20.1 CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES - CONFIRMATION 
 
20.2 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
20.3 AUDIT PANEL MINUTES - CONFIRMATION 
 

20.4 GENERAL MANAGER CONTRACT 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

21. CLOSURE 
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