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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on  
 
Date: Wednesday, 15th July 2020 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

Venue: Oatlands RSL Club, 1 Albert Street, Oatlands 

 
The Local Government Act 1993 section 65 provides the following: 
 
1. A general manager must ensure that any advice, information or recommendation 

given to the council or a council committee is given by a person who has the 

qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation. 

2. A council or council committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the 

advice of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a)  the general manager certifies, in writing – 
 

(i)  that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii)  that the general manager took the advice into account in providing general 

advice to the council or council committee; and 
 
(b)  a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written transcript or 

summary of that advice is provided to the council or council committee with the 
general manager's certificate. 

 
I therefore certify that with respect to all advice, information or recommendation provided 
to the Council in or with this Agenda: 
 
(1) The advice, information or recommendation is given by a person who has the 

qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation; and 

(2) Where any advice is directly given by a person who does not have the required 

qualification or experience, that person has obtained and taken into account in that 

person’s general advice, the advice from an appropriately qualified or experienced 

person.  
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Councillors please note: 
 
 Public Question Time will be held at 10.30 a.m. – members of the public are invited 

to attend. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Andrew Benson 

ACTING GENERAL MANAGER  
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
 

1. PRAYERS 
 
 
 

2. ATTENDANCE 
 
 
 

3. APOLOGIES 
 

 
 

4. MINUTES 
 

4.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on the 24th 
June 2020, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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4.2 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
4.2.1 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Special Committee of Council, as circulated, are submitted 
for receipt: 
 
 Lake Dulverton and Callington Park Management Committee – 29th June 2020. 

 Parattah Progress Association – 3rd July 2020. 

 Arts Advisory Committee Minutes – 2nd July 2020. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above special committee of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

 
 

4.2.2 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - ENDORSEMENT OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committee 
of Council are submitted for endorsement. 
 
 Lake Dulverton and Callington Park Management Committee – 29th June 2020. 

 Parattah Progress Association – 3rd July 2020. 

 Arts Advisory Committee Minutes – 2nd July 2020. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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4.3 JOINT AUTHORITIES (ESTABLISHED UNDER DIVISION 4 OF THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ACT 1993) 

 
4.3.1 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Joint Authority Meetings, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 
 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil. 

 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
 
 
4.3.2 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF REPORTS (ANNUAL & QUARTERLY) 
 

Reports prepared by the following Joint Authorities, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 
 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil. 
 

DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
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5. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since 
the last meeting. 
 
 
No workshops have been held since the last ordinary meeting of Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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6. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

6.1 QUESTIONS (ON NOTICE) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates 
to Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a 
council committee meeting, may give written notice to the general 
manager of a question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer 
at that meeting. 

(2)   An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
 
 
The following questions on notice were submitted by Clr R McDougall on the 8th July 
2020. 
 

1. Progress on the reinstatement of the footpath in Tunnack Road Parattah where the 
road was widened to accommodate log trucks travelling to the Log loading facility 
on the railway line?  Given that there was a footpath there previously and that people 
are walking along this stretch of road where the footpath was, as it connects the 
lower part of Parattah to the upper part, and due to the embankment on the opposite 
side of the road that side cannot be used, and that at least one landowner in the 
proximity, beside Tunnack Road, has I believe made an offer to allow the footpath 
to traverse a corner of his property, in order to avoid a power pole, it is essential that 
a solution be found so that pedestrians are not prevented from traversing the town 
as they did previously.  

 
Acting General Manager’s Comments 

The Manager Infrastructure & Works has visited the site and had extensive 
discussions with the property owner and a course of action has been resolved.  
The Manager Instructure & Works will provide information in relation to this 
matter as a component of his Report to Council.  

 
2. Update on progress of works at the Parattah Railway station 
 

Acting General Manager’s Comments 
There are two matters that are being progressed by Heritage Building 
Solutions in respect of the Parattah Railway Station. 
 
a. The fabrication of the replacement gates that are being built from the original 

design drawings.  The gates are now completed part from them being 
painted. The colour palate is being sought. Following that the painting and 
installation will see the completion of the job;  

b. The internal roof repairs and skillion at the men's toilet entry are scheduled 
to be completed by Heritage Building Solutions after the Kempton Medical 
Centre.  Which will be early August 2020 
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3. Any progress on the weed infested block of (?) Crown land beside the Rail log 
loading facility at Parattah (visited by the Mayor and myself with the Hon. Jane 
Howlett MLC earlier this year) ?  

 
Acting General Manager’s Comments 
The officer that deals with weed management is currently on leave however it 
is anticipated that information will be available to be shared at the Council 
meeting. 

 
The following are two questions from Clr McDougall that were raised at the last Council 
meeting. 

Clr R McDougall – is there any information about school bus shelter at Mangalore being 
re-instated following the highway upgrade (near Old Service Station).  Request to follow 
up where the southbound stop is. 
 
At the last Council meeting the Acting General Manager advised that he will follow up and 
advise further. 

 
Acting General Manager’s Comments 
The Acting General Manager has contacted the person who was Acting 
General Manager State Roads, with the Department of State Growth, Andrew 
Hargraves and he has stated that as of the first week in July he is now working 
for the Health Department.  The person who is about to be the Acting General 
Manager State Roads is Denise McIntyre.  Follow-up is imminent. 
 
Image of the bus layby just South of Blackbrush Road on the South bound lane 
of the Midland Highway is below.  Apparently there was a bus shelter in this 
general location many years ago, however it was demolished when a car 
careered off the highway and wiped it out. 
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Clr R McDougall – is there any further progress on the Tunnack Streetscape Project? 
 
At the last Council meeting the Acting General Manager advised that he will follow up and 
advise further. 
 

Acting General Manager’s Comments 
There are two components to this project with the Tunnack Community; 
a. Explore the opportunities for recognition of the former residents of the 

District at the General Cemetery on New Country Marsh Road; 
b. Undertake some planting in the streetscape. 
 
In respect of the first matter Brad Williams, Council’s Manager Heritage 
Projects will be participating in a public meeting at Tunnack, about the 
cemetery and the streetscape, on Saturday, 8th August at 2:30pm at the 
Tunnack Community Club. 
 
Further in respect of the Streetscape component, Council’s Special Projects 
Officer Graham Green will be project managing this area and unfortunately he 
will not be able to make it to the aforementioned meeting.  As such he is in the 
process of contacting Susan Scott to try to arrange a preliminary discussion 
during the third week in July 2020 to explore community expectations in 
respect of the project.  This discussion will then be able to inform the public 
meeting. 
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6.2 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary to 
explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without notice 
or its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without notice 
at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it does 
not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without notice 
in writing. 

 
 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
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7. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request 
Councillors to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in 
any item on the Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have 
in respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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8. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at 
an ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager 
has reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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9. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public 
question time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days 

before an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask questions 

relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, 

at least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members 
of the public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to 

that question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 
for doing so. 

 
 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no questions on notice 
had been received from members of the public. 
 
 
9.1 Permission to Address Council 
 
Permission has been granted for the following person(s) to address Council: 
 
 Nil. 

  

PUBLIC COPY



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 15 July 2020 

Page 17 of 84 

10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
 
10.1 CONDOLENCE MOTION – MR DESMOND MANNING 
 
 
“THAT Council formally record a Condolence Motion for Mr Desmond (Des) Manning and 
note his significant achievements as a highly valued and respected elected member of 
the Municipality of Oatlands from 1971-1993 and the Southern Midlands Council from 
1993-2005”. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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11. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT 
TO THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 
AND COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
 
11.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
 

Nil. 
 
 
11.2 SUBDIVISIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
 

11.3 MUNICIPAL SEAL (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil.  
 
 
11.4 PLANNING (OTHER) 
 

Nil. 
 
 
 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY]  
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12. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

12.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 
Nil. 
 
12.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
12.3 Walkways, Cycle ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 

Nil. 
 

12.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 

12.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
12.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 
satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 

Nil. 
 

12.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 

Nil. 
 

  

PUBLIC COPY



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 15 July 2020 

Page 20 of 84 

12.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 

 
Nil.  
 

12.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil.  
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12.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

12.10.1 MANAGER – INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS REPORT 
 

Author: MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS (JACK LYALL) 

Date: 9 JULY 2020 

 
 
Roads Program 
 
Maintenance grading is still being undertaken in the Kempton area and Stonehouse area.  
Council have dry-hired an additional grader to catch up with works following recent 
significant rainfall (this will be working in the Tunnack/Rhyndaston area). 
 
There have been sections of many roads that have been impacted by the recent rainfall, 
the majority of these roads have been attended to and the remaining roads are scheduled 
for works to occur. 
 
Re-sheeting works are scheduled to occur in the Lemont/Stonehouse area. 
 
Two sections of Woodsdale Road have been lime stabilised and ready for seal.  This is 
expected to occur in the coming days. 
 
Town and General Maintenance 
 
A manchurian pear tree and surrounding tree guard were recently damaged by a vehicle 
at Colebrook.  The tree has been re-planted and has a good chance of survival.  A spare 
tree guard is available but has not yet been installed. 
 
The Oatlands Bus Shelter has been erected, a seat is to be built and installed by staff. 
 
Drainage and footpath works in the vicinity of the Tunbridge Hall has been completed. 
 
Town and general maintenance is continuing in all other areas. 
 
Waste Management Program 
 
Operating arrangements at the Waste Transfer Stations are working well. 

 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

13.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

13.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
13.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the 
municipality / Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
13.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 
access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

  

PUBLIC COPY



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 15 July 2020 

Page 24 of 84 

14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

14.1 Heritage 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.1 
Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets / Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support 
to heritage property owners / Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern 

Midlands. 

 

14.1.1 HERITAGE PROJECT PROGRAM REPORT 
 

Author: MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 10 JULY 2020 

 
 
ISSUE 
 
Report from the Manager, Heritage Projects on various Southern Midlands Heritage 
Projects. 
 
DETAIL 
 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 
 Staff assisting and participating in Peter Fielding’s ‘Grande Finale’ ghost tour of 

Oatlands.  

 Staff workshop for future direction of the Heritage Hub ahead of a planned 

committee meeting on 23/7/20. 

 Participation in the Arts Advisory Committee meeting. 

 Planning for the 200th anniversary of the 2nd Macquarie visit through Tasmania.  

Please see Councillor Information Bulletin for some preliminary ideas that are being 

pursued.  A working group is to be formed with neighbouring councils and other 

stakeholders to progress a collaborative approach.  

 Retrieving and preparing collection material for the upcoming exhibitions program 

and locking-in dates (pending COVID19 restrictions). 

 Continuing the collection audit process. 

 Review of Council’s heritage collections management manual.  

 Preliminary meeting with a possible local volunteer for collection management 

projects. 

 Brad Williams has enrolled in a Graduate Diploma in Natural and Cultural Heritage 

Tourism at UTas. 

 Maintaining momentum with social media, including the Walls Could Talk posts and 

Weeding letters.  Consultation with other interested parties on the latter ahead of 

the planned exhibition. 

 Note that Brad Williams has been on leave for part of this month.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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14.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.2 
Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value / Encourage the adoption of best practice land care 
techniques. 

 
14.2.1 NRM UNIT – GENERAL REPORT 
 

Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 7 JULY 2020 

 
 
ISSUE: 
 
Southern Midlands Landcare Unit Monthly Report. 
 
DETAIL 

 
 Lake Dulverton foreshore pathway new and upgrade project:  The Reserve Activity 

Assessment Level 2 undertaken by Parks & Wildlife has been signed off by Parks 
Managers.  A Development Application with SMC is now being prepared.  

 In regard to the pine tree area at Mahers Point an Aboriginal Heritage Trust permit has 
been signed by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Hon R Jaench MP. The works 
methodology proposed by SMC has been accepted with no changes.  A final Parks & 
Wildlife Authority for the works to proceed is to be issued.   There is no indication of 
how long this process will take. 

 Victoria Hall at Kempton – The building plans have been submitted to SMC for 
approval. There has been no reply to date re the draft funding agreement that was 
forwarded to the Australian Government for consideration. 

 Callington Park playground upgrade works and surrounding ground underground 
watering system works are progressing. The new equipment will start to be installed 
on Monday 13th July 2020. The project is running about 6 weeks behind the initial 
scheduled works due to Covid 19 delays.  

 Helen Geard continues to work on the new road assets management system. This has 
involved working with the old data and updating the data. 

 Maria Weeding and Helen Geard replaced 7 Silver Birch trees at the Gymkhana 
Paddock at Kempton.  Maintenance work was also undertaken on the balance of the 
trees. 

 
WEEDS REPORT 
 
The Weeds Officer Jen Milne has provided the following report for the month ending 15th 
July 2020. 
 
Site visits and roadside weed control 

 Gorse and broom on Crown Land reserve at end of Nelson St, Oatlands – 

discussions with Crown Lands Property Services and Oatlands School Farm 

regarding management options.  Also visited and discussed other road casements 

(Crown Land) with weed issues.  
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Projects 

 Brighton – Weed management advice and update of weed mapping data on request 

as part of resource sharing arrangement.   

 Weed Action Fund (grant) – Woodbury Farmers Group.  Spraying undertaken for 

saffron thistle control.  

 Drought Weed project – Development of draft small grant guidelines.  Up to $30000 
grant pool available in coming months for drought affected residents of Southern 
Midlands for eligible weed control.  

 
Communication 

 Weed information added to SMC website - Weed Management in the Southern 

Midlands https://www.southernmidlands.tas.gov.au/weed-management/ 

 The task of adding extra information to the website has taken quite a lot of time to 

finalise, however it is anticipated that the addition of the pictures and some other 

information will greatly assist our ratepayers in identifying problem weeds.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Landcare Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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14.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 

14.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 

Nil. 
 
14.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 

Nil. 
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14.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.6 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the community 

 

14.6.1 ANIMAL MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
Author:  ANIMAL MANAGEMENT OFFICER (RACHEL COLLIS) 

Date: 8 JULY 2020 

Enclosure(s): 
Animal Management Statement – June/July 2020 

 
 
ISSUE 
 
Consideration of the Animal Management/Compliance Officer’s report for June/July 2020 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 
1. To inform Council and the Community of infringements issued by Council Officers 

in relation to Animal Management for the period June-July 2020; and 

2. Provide a brief summary of actions and duties undertaken by Council Officers in 
relation to animal management. 

 
This in turn informs the community of the requirements and expectations of the Council 
to uphold and enforce the relevant legislation. This reminds Council and the community 
of the importance of responsible ownership of animals. 
 
The infringements detailed in this report were all issued under the Dog Control Act 2000. 
 
The report will also provide an update with regard to the report provided at the June 2020 
meeting on a proposed “off lead” dog exercise area in Kempton. 
 
Resource Sharing 
 
Southern Midlands Council currently provide Animal Management services to the Central 
Highlands Council through resource sharing arrangements. Jobs of note are itemised in 
the enclosed statement. 
 
INFRINGEMENT DETAILS 
 
DATE: 7th July 2020 - “dog at large” after written warning, Rhyndaston area. 

 

DATE: 7th July 2020 – “dog at large” after written warning, Rhyndaston area. 

 

DATE: 7th June 2020 – “dog at large” after written warning, Elderslie area. 
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UPDATE: KEMPTON “OFF LEAD” DOG EXERCISE AREA PROPOSAL 
 

The decision from the draft minutes of the June 2020 meeting are provided as follows: 

 

 

The decision followed lengthy discussion among Elected Members. This was particularly 
around the extent of public consultation before a final decision is made by Council on the 
design and exact location of the “off-lead” area in Kempton and whether Council should 
consult more broadly with ratepayers across the Local Government Area to identify other 
potential “off-lead” areas.  A motion, with regard to broader consultation, was 
foreshadowed by Councillor Tony Bisdee for the July 2020 meeting (this meeting). 

 

With this in mind Council Officers propose two actions: 

 

1. Council Officers undertake consultation with local residents for the Kempton “off-
lead” area. The purpose of which will be to inform the design and gauge the level of 
interest in the designated area. This will be undertaken as soon as possible with a 
report to Council on the outcome of the consultation by September 2020.  The 
consultation is in addition to statutory notification of a “declared area” under the Dog 
Control Act 2000.  
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2. Officers will consult more broadly with Southern Midlands residents and ratepayers 
and allow opportunity for submissions or expressions of interest from groups or 
persons outside of the Local Government Area (i.e. dog walking groups or clubs).  
This will be undertaken within the 2020-2021 financial year and prior to the budget 
workshops in first half of 2021. 

 
For the Kempton “off-lead” area Officers will present the concept plans that were tabled 
at the June 2020 meeting and ask a series of questions around the use and design of the 
site.  The consultation will be undertaken via social media, submissions and face to face. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT  
 
A. The Animal Management report be received and the information noted. 

B. Council Officers undertake public consultation on the proposed Kempton 

“off-lead” area with a report to Council by September 2020. 

C. Council Officers undertake public consultation more broadly with Southern 
Midlands residents and ratepayers (and allow opportunity for submissions or 
expressions of interest from groups or persons outside of the Local 
Government Area) before the budget submissions in 2021 (for the 2021-2022 
year). 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE(S) 
Agenda Item 14.6.1 

 
 
 

 
YTD ANIMAL MANAGEMENT STATEMENT 

January to June 2020 
 

DOG 
IMPOUNDS 

RECLAIMED ADOPTED EUTHANISED 
OTHER 

IMPOUNDS 

14 11 2 (Dogs Home) 1 Ewe & Lamb 

 
JOBS ATTENDED 

June/July 2020 
 

DOGS AT 
LARGE 

DOG ATTACKS DOG BARKING DOG GENERAL 

5 5 1 1 

Central Highlands  

0 
Central Highlands  

0 
Central Highlands 

0 
Central Highlands 

0 

NEW KENNEL 
INSPECT 

WELFARE STOCK OTHER 

Two active 
kennel licences 

   

Central Highlands 

0 
Central Highlands 

0 
Central Highlands 

0 
Central Highlands 

0 

 
 
REGISTERED DOGS: 1720 
 
KENNEL LICENCES: 43 
 
INFRINGEMENTS ISSUED:  3 
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14.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 

15.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 

Nil. 
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15.2 Recreation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 

15.2.1 PROGRESS REPORT - PROPOSED OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

Author:  ACTING GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 10 JULY 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Update for Councillors on the progress of the proposed development of the Oatlands 
Aquatic Centre. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
Councillors are aware of the matters relating to the development of this project on the 
former Council Depot in Church Street Oatlands, this Report is the second of a regular 
monthly update in respect of the progress of this project. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Currently the Development Application is in the public notification period (advertising), 
however the following schedule is provided to Councillors to provide a scoping of the 
project for the next few months up until the Tender Assessment date. 
 
1. Status of new development application 

a. DA documents were submitted to Council – Monday 22nd June 2020. 

b. The project was advertised along with notification to adjoining owners – 
Saturday 27th July 2020. 

c. Advertising closes – COB Friday 10th July 2020. 

2. Programme 

a. Building Application to be lodged on 14th August 2020. 

b. Building Tenders – Project goes to tender on 14th August 2020. 

c. Tenders close – 9th September 2020. 

3. Council considerations 

a. Council as a Planning Authority considers the Development Application – 
Special Council Meeting, Thursday 23rd July 2020.  All representations 
received within the public notification period will be considered at this meeting, 
with a fourteen day appeal period following the formal advice of the Planning 
Authority’s decision, both to the person lodging the representation and the 
Applicant.  This appeal would be lodged with the Resource Management 
Planning Appeals Tribunal (RMPAT).  If this path to RMPAT is traversed then 
a re-scoping of the project time line would be required. 
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b. Operational costs and considerations of life cycle costing – Council Workshop, 
Monday 14th September 2020. 

c. Building Tender Assessment considered by Council – Council meeting, 
Wednesday 23rd September 2020. 

4. Other 

a. All demolition and decontamination has been completed on the site of the 
proposed Oatlands Aquatic Centre, apart from the building known as the ‘CT 
Fish shop’ and the galvanized shed at the rear of the shop.  The demolition 
permits are all in place and the buildings are scheduled for demolition once the 
Tender Contract is awarded. 

b. Some discussion is required around the Memorial Tree along with other 
elements in the small park between the Midlands Memorial Community Centre 
and the ‘C T Fish’ building. 

 
For information and discussion. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council receive and note the report; 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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15.3 Access 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of 
the Disability Discrimination Act. 

 

Nil. 
 

15.4 Volunteers 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 

Nil. 
 

15.5 Families 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community 
/ Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their 
communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
15.6 Education 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
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15.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 
sustainability. 

 

15.7.1 PROGRESS OF THE OATLANDS STRUCTURE PLAN 
 

Author:  MANAGER DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (DAVID 
CUNDALL) 

Date: 9 JULY 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
To provide Council and the wider community with an update on the progress of the 
Oatlands Structure Plan project. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As Councillors will recall a project to undertake a structure planning exercise for the 
township of Oatlands was considered at the March 2019 meeting. A budget amount of 
$25,000 was allocated at the June 2020 meeting for the 2019-2020 year (and likely an 
amount carried over to the 2020-2021 year). 
 
The purpose of the Structure Plan is to prepare and create a document similar to that 
plan undertaken for Campania in 2015. The structure plan will take the form of a written 
document that will include detailed maps and design plans to be adopted and 
implemented as demand increase and funding is available.   
 
Plans and projects identified and recommended in a structure plan have a far greater 
chance of succeeding where they are supported by the community and form a part of a 
much bigger plan.  This is proven in many case studies. 
 
The catalyst for the structure plan project was the following recent events: 
 

 The granting of the permit for the Aquatic Centre;  

 Securing grant funding for the Aquatic Centre; 

 The Whiskey Distillery and associated rezoning at 99 High Street and Callington 
Mill; 

 The handover of Callington Mill to Callington Mill Pty Ltd to continue milling 
operations in association with the whiskey distillery;  

 Current closure of the Callington Mill Visitor Centre and visitor services such as 
tours, café and retail; 

 Council furthering the recommendations of the MEDaLS to: 
o Support a large scale accommodation venue in Oatlands; 
o Zone land to allow for a “Rural Services Precinct” in the vicinity of the current 

Light Industrial Zoned land in Stanley Street (toward the Midland Highway) and 
encourage such business in Oatlands; 

o Progress of the Heritage Hub/Centre for Heritage at the Commissariat land. 

 Success of the Heritage and Bullock Festival; 

 Progress of the Master Plans for the Oatlands Gaol and Commissariat; 
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 The Destination Action Plan adopted by Council in Council’s Strategic Plan 
recommends the following actions to grow and sustain tourism - summarised: 
o Improved way finding and visitor precinct experiences 
o Improved visitor amenities and rest stops 
o Structured planning for villages in the Midlands. 
o Improved event spaces. 
o Collect data on visitor experiences and implement programs to meet visitor needs 

or address issues 
o Build visitor walking and track experiences i.e. links between heritage High Street 

precinct and Lake Dulverton and Callington Park. 
 
The need for a structure plan was foreshadowed in the previous strategic documents and 
plans: 
 

 OIDS – specifically the development of the Oatlands Urban Design Framework that 
would facilitate better access to facilities, such as recreation facilities and event 
spaces, provide attractive streetscapes, and improved linkages between key sites.  
Also to ensure that services, facilities, retail space, together with parking areas are 
accessible and convenient. 

 Joint Land Use Planning Initiative- Settlement and Open Space Strategy, July 2010 
– specifically create an “Oatlands Civic Hub” to create an important link to and from 
Lake Dulverton, Callington Mill and the residential areas, design a network of 
corridors that encourage walking and cycling. Also to create a central space in the 
township.   

 Oatlands Streetscape Plan, 1999 – elements of the plan have been progressed over 
the past 20 years.  However it is very much in need of review and no longer 
considered the guiding plan. 

 MEDaLS – Stage 1 of the project identified a number of actions and initiatives to be 
undertaken by Council.  Of relevance to Oatlands are further support for the 
Oatlands Heritage Precinct, supporting a large scale accommodation facility in 
Oatlands, support a heritage collection facility in Oatlands, support heritage 
construction and education, and a rural support services precinct. 

 Callington Mill Precinct Plan, October 2006 – In need of review, but essentially a 
plan to improve accessibility and increase visitor numbers to the Callington Park 
area. 

 
A structure plan would mean that Council has: 
 

 A clear, concise and specific plan for the future development of Oatlands; and 

 The community have input into this plan  

 Council are ready and “on the front foot” when large scale development such as the 
Aquatic Centre open for business 

 The community have a sense of certainty about the future of Oatlands and can plan 
for this future together 

 Council can plan capital works in accordance with a strategic plan i.e. street scaping, 
landscaping, footpaths and stormwater 

 Council, and the community, have a better chance of accessing grant funding and 
the like where such funding will contribute to the greater good of the community 
when in accordance with a modern strategy/plan. 

 Council has a strong strategic basis to review zoning and planning controls within 
the town 
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 Council can prepare parking and traffic management plans for the town (better 
visitor experience, safety improvements, greater convenience to locals etc). 

 
It is envisioned that the Oatlands plan will be detailed and provide succinct and clear 
recommendations.  Allowing for the township to grow and develop in a structured and 
logical manner that will meet the current and future needs of the town.  It is key that the 
community provide input and ownership of the plan. 
 
UPDATE: PROJECT PROGRESS  
 
The project is developed in a series of stages.  These are provided in the following table 
(Table 1): 
 
Action Details Status 

First project inception 
meeting 

Council Officers met to discuss need for a 
plan and draft objectives of the plan 

Completed 
November 2019 

Document gathering  Review existing strategy, project scoping, 
drivers for project 

Completed 
February 2020 

Second project inception 
meeting 

Agree on project objectives, scope of 
project, review existing strategy 

Completed 
March 2020 

Preparation of Business 
Case and Council “in 
principle” support to 
proceed subject to budget 
allocation and 
nominations for two (2) 
elected members on the 
project working group 

This was presented and approved at the 
March 2019 meeting. Clr Rowena 
McDougall and Clr Karen Dugeon 
appointed as Council representatives on 
the working group. 

Completed 
March 2019 

Budget approved for 
Project 

This was approved at the June 2019 
meeting 

Completed 
June 2019 

Preparation of Project 
Plan 

The plan captures the lifecycle of the project 
(scope, time, cost): 

 The budget 

 The risks 

 The desired outputs and outcomes 

 The objectives 

 The resources 

 The actions and work schedule 

Completed 
August 2019 

Preparation of the Project 
Brief to request a quote 
and plan from a 
Consultant 

Prepare documentation that describes the 
project and the work required by Council to 
achieve the outputs – that is to - undertake 
public consultation and prepare a Structure 
Plan for Oatlands. 

Completed 
October 2019 

Project Working Group 
Meeting 1 

The purpose of the meeting was for the 
group to agree on the Project Plan and Brief 
to find a Consultant 

Completed 
November 2019 

Identify Consultants and 
provide the Project Brief 
and Request for Quote 
(RFQ) 

Four (4) planning consultants were 
identified by the Project Manager as 
suitable and were provided with the Project 
Brief and RFQ to provide a response and 
costing. 

Completed 
December 2019 

Project Working Group 
nominate consultant 

Project Working Group considered the 
responses to RFQ and nominate JMG as 
the preferred consultant. 

Completed 
February 2020 
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Action Details Status 

Project Work Group 
Meeting 2 

Working Group meet to confirm the JMG 
Work plan and public consultation 
methodology and to draft a “stakeholder 
register”. The following work plan was 
approved: 

1. JMG commence the preparation of 
document and prepare a snapshot 
analysis of Oatlands in 2020 and 
identify constraints and 
opportunities to develop and grow. 

2. JMG to commence first round of 
public consultation with the 
Oatlands School students, high 
street information and feedback stall 
on a Friday afternoon 3pm during 
school term near IGA, public 
workshop in a public building – all 
welcome. 

3. Compile, consider and input 
feedback into the draft structure 
plan document. 

4. Finalise a draft structure plan 
including traffic management plan 

5. Second round of public consultation 
to exhibit and discuss the draft plan. 
This includes an all-inclusive public 
meeting. 

6. Compile and input feedback into the 
final version of plan. 

7. Finalise the plan and present to 
Council for final endorsement. 

Completed 
March 2020 

Project Manager provides 
an update report to 
Council and prepares for 
Public Consultation 

Project Manager provides an update report 
to Council. 

In Progress. 
This was scheduled 
for March 2020. 
COVID-19 
prevented this from 
occurring. 
This is now tabled 
for July 2020. 
 

JMG commence first 
Stage of documentation 
and public consultation 

JMG to commence the preparation of 
document and prepare a snapshot analysis 
of Oatlands in 2020 and identify constraints 
and opportunities to develop and grow. 
JMG to commence first round of public 
consultation with the Oatlands School 
students, high street information and 
feedback stall on a Friday afternoon 3pm 
during school term near IGA, public 
workshop in a public building – all welcome. 
The first round of consultation was planned 
for week commencing 20th April 2020. 

In Progress. 
The first round of 
consultation was 
planned for April 
2020. COVID-19 
prevented this from 
occurring. 
The draft snapshot 
analysis is still in 
preparation and will 
be finalised July 
2020. First round of 
consultation is now 
scheduled for 
August 2020. 
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Action Details Status 

JMG to input feedback 
from consultation into a 
first draft of the Structure 
Plan and Traffic 
Management Plan. 

Compile, consider and input feedback into 
the draft structure plan document. 
Finalise a draft structure plan including 
traffic management plan 
 

Yet to commence. 
The first draft was 
due to be 
completed by June 
2020. 
This is now planned 
for October 2020. 

Council Meeting progress 
report. 

Project Manager to provide an update and 
progress report to Council at the monthly 
Council Meeting 

Yet to commence. 
This was scheduled 
for May 2020. 
This is now planned 
for October 2020. 

JMG to prepare the first 
draft of Plan to be 
exhibited and undertake 
round 2 of the public 
consultation. 
 

Second round of public consultation to 
exhibit and discuss the draft plan. This 
includes an all-inclusive public meeting. 
 

Yet to commence. 
The draft document 
will be on exhibition 
for a 6 week period. 
This was planned 
for June 2020. 
This will now be 
undertaken in 
October 2020 – 
November 2020. 

Council Meeting progress 
report. 

Project Manager to provide an update and 
progress report to Council at the monthly 
Council Meeting. 

Yet to commence. 
This was scheduled 
for July 2020. 
This is now planned 
for October 2020. 

JMG prepare final version 
of the draft Plan with the 
Project Manager and 
working group. 

Compile and input feedback into the final 
version of plan. 

 

Yet to Commence. 
The final version of 
the plan was 
scheduled for 
August/September 
2020. 
This will now be 
undertaken in 
December 2020. 

Project Manager to 
present final Structure 
Plan to Council for 
endorsement. 
 
 

Finalise the plan and present to Council for 
final endorsement at the Council Meeting.  

Yet to Commence. 
This was scheduled 
for 
September/October 
2020. 
This will now likely 
be January 2021. 

Table 1: Update and work plan for the Oatlands Structure Plan Project. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
COVID-19 has caused a 4 month delay to the project.  The first draft of documentation 
together with the first round of public consultation was scheduled for week commencing 
20th April 2020 (after the Easter break).  As Council would be well aware, the lockdown 
and social distancing restrictions made public consultation through face to face 
impossible.  The key to this project being a success is public consultation and 
engagement with all stakeholders and community members in a meaningful and 
comfortable environment.  The Project Manager and JMG made the decision to delay the 
project until some certainty around consultation was made.   
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Public consultation can now proceed in August 2020 commencing with a stall outside the 
IGA on a Friday afternoon around 3pm.  A date has not yet been confirmed, however it 
will likely be in early August 2020. There will then be a workshop with students at the 
Oatlands School and a public workshop and information session.  
 
The project was scheduled for completion by end of September 2020.  It is now likely that 
completion will be January 2021. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council receive and note this report. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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15.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

15.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 

Nil. 
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 

16.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / Maintain the Business Process Improvement & 
Continuous Improvement framework 

 

Nil. 
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16.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 
to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 

16.2.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT SHARED SERVICES UPDATE (STANDING ITEM – 
INFORMATION ONLY) 

 

Author:  ACTING GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 10 JULY 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Please note that the Shared Services Report was unavailable at the time of producing the 
agenda – report to be provided.  
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16.2.2 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OF TASMANIA LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
AWARD – CLR A BISDEE OAM 

 

Author:  ACTING GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 9 JULY 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Advice that Clr A Bisdee OAM is to receive a Local Government Association of Tasmania 
Life Membership Award. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) has advised that the General 
Management Committee has determined that Clr A Bisdee OAM is to be awarded a LGAT 
Life Membership Award in recognition of his long and outstanding service to the whole of 
Local Government. 
 
Clr Bisdee’s involvement with Local Government extends back to April 1972 when he was 
first elected to the Green Ponds Council (part of the present Southern Midlands Council 
area). Clr Bisdee held the position of Warden with Green Ponds Council from 1984 to 1993.  
Following amalgamation in 1993, Clr Bisdee was elected as the inaugural Mayor of the 
Southern Midlands Council for a two year period and has continued to be an elected member 
of the Southern Midlands Council since that time (in the capacity of Mayor from 2005 to 2018 
and Councillor from 2018 to present). 
 
The Life Membership Awards are normally presented at the Annual LGAT Conference but 
due to Covid-19 this will not occur this year.  Clr Bisdee OAM will be presented the Award 
at a special event in Hobart on the 20th July 2020. 
 
A video record of the Award Presentation will be played at the LGAT Annual General 
Meeting to be held online on Wednesday, 23rd July 2020. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT  
 
a) the information be received; and  
b) Clr A Bisdee OAM be congratulated on his LGAT Life Membership Award for 

his many years of dedicated service to Local Government. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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16.2.3 SMC EXTERNAL GRANT PROJECTS 
 

Author:  ACTING GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 9 JULY 2020 

Enclosure: 
Report to Council on Various SMC Grant Projects as at 9th July 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council have a number of external grants that in various stages of implementation and it 
would be meaningful to provide Council with a status report in respect of the external grants 
on a quarterly basis. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The application of grants is a major contributor to Council’s infrastructure budget.  Some 
grants are fully funded by the Grant body, for example ‘election promises realised’, others 
require part funding, ie Communities Sport & Recreation (Tasmanian State Government), 
with a minimum of 50% funding by Council, others require matching funding.   
 
All Council Business Units are focused on bringing in funded projects that meet the 
objectives of the Strategic Plan and that add value to our Community.  That way the budget 
goes further and we are able meet to some extent the expectations of the Community, and 
indeed some of the grants are quite serendipitous. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The list is provided for Councillors information. 
 
For information only. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council receive and note the report. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE(S) 
Agenda Item 16.2.3 
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16.2.4 SMC COMMUNITY SMALL GRANT PROGRAM 2020 
 

Author:  ACTING GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 9 JULY 2020 

Enclosure: 
Draft Community Small Grant Guidelines 2020 
 

 
ISSUE 
 
Council have increased the budget for the SMC Community Small Grants Program 2020 
from $30,000 to $40,000 and it is appropriate to reconsider the Program Guidelines. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
Council has conducted an annual Community Small Grants program since 2008.  The main 
aim of the program is to streamline and condense the many requests for financial support 
received from various community groups, charitable organisations and service providers 
throughout the year. The program has proven to be very popular with all the target groups 
and excellent goodwill is generated by the successful grant recipients. Additional kudos has 
been obtained by having awards presented at the Australia Day function in January each 
year. 
 
Council’s Facilities and Recreation Committee have responsibility for overseeing the Grants 
Program and undertaking the formal assessment process in determining the successful 
grant applications.   
 
DETAIL 
 
The attached draft guidelines for the 2020 program have been annotated to show the 
proposed deletions (shown thus Aaaaa) as well as possible additions (shown thus Aaaaa). 
 
In general terms Council felt that the program this year would support the economic effort 
post COVID-19 by focusing on capital works, major building maintenance and new 
equipment, therein supporting small builders, and the retail sector.   
 

 Consideration of increasing the maximum grant sum from $3,000 to $5,000  

 Seeking a matching contribution from between $3001 to $5,000 

 Removing the ability for ‘program type activities’ to be accessed from this round 

 Minor wording changes to reflect the aforementioned areas 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
After consideration of the proposed changes to the guidelines, along with further 
amendments that are brought about by collegial discussion, it is recommended that the 
revised SMC Community Small Grant Program 2020 Guidelines be adopted. 
 
For information and discussion  
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications - Normal scheduling of staff and Councillor 
time as in previous years with this budgeted item. 
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Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications - Advertising of the SMC 
Community Small Grants Program 2020 will be on all Council media platforms and 
information will be provided to the Southern Midlands Regional News as well as the Hobart 
Mercury. 
 
Policy Implications – Nil. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame - Grant Program opens at the end of July 2020. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council  
 
1. Receive and note the report; 
2. Approve the proposed Guidelines for the SMC Community Small Grants 

Program 2020. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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ENCLOSURE(S) 
Agenda Item 16.2.4 
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16.2.5 TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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16.2.6 ELECTED MEMBER STATEMENTS 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
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16.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

16.3.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT (PERIOD ENDING 30 JUNE 2020) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 9 JULY 2020 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 30th June 2020. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The format of the Operating Expenditure Report has been amended to include a Year To 
Date (YTD) Budget Column, with variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets – as 
opposed to total annual Budget. 
 
Note: Depreciation is calculated on an annual basis at the end of the financial year and 
therefore the budget for depreciation is included in the June period. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020. 

 Operating Expenditure Budget Report – 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020. 

 Capital Expenditure Estimates – as at 30 June 2020. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 July 2019 to 30June 2020. 

 
OPERATING EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall, operating expenditure to end of June was $10,809,268 which represents 96.6% of 
the Annual Budget.  
 
Please note that end-of-year accrual adjustments are still being processed which will alter 
these figures.  
 
Whilst there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), expenditure is consistent with the Budget. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Sub-Program – Public Toilets – expenditure to date ($76,273 – 113.87%). Expenditure 
relates to additional cleaning hours and cleaning products due to COVID-19. 
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Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Nil.  
 
Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Sub-Program – Cultural – expenditure to date ($7,061 – 17.47%). Reduced expenditure 
relates largely to the Heritage HUB, with HUB income and expenditure impacted by COVID-
19. 
 
Strategic Theme – Lifestyle 
 
Sub-Program – Aged – expenditure to date ($2,352 – 156.83%). Expenditure relates to the 
cost of hiring the Kempton Community Bus for Community Walks. 
  
Strategic Theme – Community  
 
Sub-Program – Capacity – expenditure to date ($51,500 – 122.84%). Expenditure relates 
to costs associated with the Heritage Bullock Festival, Arts Committee Events and donations 
provided for sporting representations. 
 
Sub-Program – Safety – expenditure to date ($59,613 – 116.43%). Expenditure relates to 
Salaries, On Costs and Plant associated with firefighting and recovery following the Pelham 
Fire. 
 
Strategic Theme –Organisation 
 
Nil.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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17. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
 
Nil. 
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18. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
 
Council to address urgent business items previously accepted onto the agenda. 
 

  

PUBLIC COPY



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 15 July 2020 

Page 81 of 84 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 

Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 15(2) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 15(2)(h) 

Property Matter – Oatlands 15(2)(f) 

Staffing Matter 15(2)(a) 

Request for Rates Remission 15(2)(j) 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

DECISION (MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr R McDougall   
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CLOSED COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

19. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 

Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 provides 
that Council may consider certain sensitive matters in Closed Meeting.  
 
The following matters have been listed in the Closed Meeting section of the Council Agenda 
in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 
 

19.1 CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES - CONFIRMATION 
 
19.2 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
19.3 PROPERTY MATTER - OATLANDS 
 
19.4 STAFFING MATTER 
 
19.5 REQUEST FOR RATES REMISSION 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor A O Green   

Deputy Mayor E Batt   

Clr A Bantick   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr K Dudgeon   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

20. CLOSURE 
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